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has been done away. But Modernism has another 
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MBXY a village or town in America has. risen 

around a factory that makes something widely 

needed. You and others know the product only 

because it has been advertised. Such centers of in- 

‘ dustry exist because they meet a real need,—your 

need. Do you let advertising help you as much as 
it helps the advertiser ? 


, By Belle Case Harrington 
DO NOT kuow what waters’ angry roar 
My sailor-boy his midnight watch enfolds;_ 
What deadly perils lurk—what winds prevail; 
What far-off port its threatening menace holds. 


But this my comfort through the treach’rous maze 
Of fearsome doubt my lonely thoughts employ : 
The Great Commander,—God,— knows al] the 
routes, 
And through him instantly I reach my boy. 


Must We Stumble? 


Must we keep on failing till this life is over? 
Is the best earthly prospect that any one can have an 
up-and-down experience in which one picks himself up 
after every fresh failure and hopefully pushes on, 
only to fail again, and recover again? Most persons, 
whether” Christians or not, believe that is the best that 
one can have in the present life. A bit of verse by 
a much loved and worthy writer, published in “The 
New Success,” is entitled “They Kept On!” 

“They on the heights are not the souls 

Who never erred nor went astray; 

Who trod unswerving toward their goals 

Along a smooth, rose-bordered way. 

Nay — those who stand where first comes dawn 

Are those who stumbled but went on. 





“When on the silvered clouds you see 
A name engraven, as the one 

Who has transcended you and me 

In that which he has sought and won, 
Know this: O’er stony ways he’s gone; 
But when he stumbled, he went on.” 


It is true, of course, that np human life but. One has 
ever been lived without stumblings, failures, and sins. 
But it is not true, as this verse suggests and as most 
people seem to think, that we must continue to have 
stumblings and failures until this life is over. The 
Christ- covenanted message of the New Testament to 
believers is just the opposite. “Thanks be unto God,” 
exclaims the inspired apostle, “who always leadeth us 
in triumph in Christ.”. Many passages throughout the 
New Testament declare the same wonderful provision 
and safe-keeping that God offers. his children in 
Christ; and the radiant benedictior’ which closes the 
last Epistle of the New Testament commits us “unto 


set you before the presence of his glory without blem- 
ish-in exceeding joy.” God in his merciful love tells 
us that “if any man sin, we have an Advocate with 
the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.” But in the 
same verse he writes, “My little children, these things 
write I unto you that ye may not sin.” 


a 
Why God Seeks the Best Men 


God is intently looking for the best men. The eyes 
of the Lord are running to and fro throughout. the 
whole earth, for the definite purpose of showing him- 
self strong in the behalf of them whose heart is per- 
fect toward him (2 Chron. 16:9). He found at least 
one man who pleased him. ‘There is none like him 
in the earth,” God said to Satan about Job. He was 
the best man God had! And yet! He put him in 
Satan’s sieve, just as he did Peter centuries later. 
There was “something more beyond” for Job, and God 
wanted to give it to him, In the mystery of his “per- 
missive will,” God wished.to show Satan that a man, 
afflicted and misunderstood, could be true to Him in 
adversity as well as in. prosperity. Are any of us 
in the furnace of affliction? Our “comforters,” like 
Job’s, may be telling us that we are being punished 
for some reason or: other, but very likely they are 
not saying the thing that is right. “Ye have not spoken 
to. me the thing that is right,” said Jehovah to Job’s 
friends. The sufferings of God’s children are purify- 
ing, and in them we get a new vision of God. 


a 
What Was Christ’s Triumph? 


What is the secret of the enduring Name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ? God's Word gives us the answer. 
It is because Christ was and is God; because, though 
God, he became man and bore mankind’s sins and died 
for our sins; and finally because the very body in 
which he died was raised from the dead, in eternal vic- 
tory over both bodily and spiritual death not only for 
himself but for all who believe on him. That is why 
Christ’s name endures arid will endure after this world 


Prayer and the Holy 


RAYER was the outstanding characteristic of 
P the Victorious Life Conference held last month 
at Stony Brook, Long Island. 

Prayer. has always been a mighty factor in these 
conferences, since the first one was held just ten 
years ago. But this time prayer was given a_place, 
under God, that it had never had before. The re- 
sult was that the Holy Spirit worked as he never had 
before in these conferences. It was he, of course, 
who laid the burden of prayer on so many, who 
guided and energized the praying, who carried it to 
the Father’s throne in the name of Jesus, and who 
worked in omnipotence to answer this praying. 

On Friday, July 13, the day before the conference 
opened, members of the Council met with other lead- 
ers to give as much time as poss:ble, Friday evening 
and during Saturday, to prayer. At this preparation 
meeting the great burden of prayer that God was 
laying on some hearts was expressed, and God was 
asked to lead the way in prevailing praying through- 
out. the conference. When the conference opened 
the Prayer Room was kept prominently before the 
people, the. small prayer groups were commenced 
Sunday night and continued throughout the e ght 
days, and individuals who felt a special burden of 
intercession on their hearts were asked to let this ‘fact 
be, known to the leaders, for special assignments in 
prayer. God answered this praying for praying. 

Four boys—probably all under twenty—from a 
Philadelphia church arrived on Saturday, and. the 
first thing they did after getting their room and 
leaving their bags was to go to the Prayer Room 
and pray. Nobody had ana them to do this,—ex- 
cept God. 

The Day Verse for the ‘opening Saturday evening 


The Modernist says it is because Jesus Wat iy, 
good debater! Dr. George A. Gordon, of Bost, 
writing in the Atlantic Monthly of last April, si 
that the great debates that men of differing convictic 
have had about religious matters through the centurj 
are the life and hope of religious truth. “The since 
and scientific conflict of intellect with intellect” is wh 
lets in the light. He cites various famous debater. , 


such as Plato and Democritus, Kant and Hume, and 


the apostle Paul; and he says that our Lord’s contro- 
versy with the Pharisees was “a subtle and victorious 
debate with the mind of his age and nation. . . . Our 
age. would never have heard of this Jew, but for his 
great and triumphant debate.”, As Modernists ‘more 
frankly and fully declare their heart convictions, the 
barrenness and death of their teachings are ever more 
clearly exposed in the light of the life-giving Word 


of God: 
a 
A Tanna Man’s Hope of Glory 


Christ in us is always the hope of glory, no matter ~ 


what race of people we come from into His truth. 
A beautiful instance of this fact is recorded by Frank L. 
Paton in his new book, “The Triumph of the Gospel 
in. the New Hebrides.” He was a leading spirit in the 


evangelization of the island of Tanna, as his father ' 
It is an amazing record | 


was of the island of Aniwa. 
of “bearing much fruit,” as heathen after heathen 
individually, and then almost whole tribes of heathen, 
yielded to “the Worship.” 
Paton and 
one of his faithful native workers were separated, ed, but 
later he was to cross the track of his helper, who agreed 
to leave a sign in the shape of a piece of bark fastened 
upon a certain tree. The piece of bark was there,. and 
upon it were chalkke the words, “Nomo*®soro, nomo 
pen.” This man had.been helping in translation‘ work, 
and knew letters. Mr. Paton studied quite a*while to 
understand what these Tannese words, so far unknown 
to him, meant. Finally it flashed upon him that the 
words were an attempt at English —a quotation from 
a song about heaven which was a fgvorite with this 
worker: “No more sorrow, no more pain. 





Spirit at Stony Brook 


was from Jeremiah 33:3: “Call unto me, and I will 
answer thee, and show thee great and mighty things, 
which thou knowest not.” God did not let that Word 
of his return unto him void at Stony Brook. 

The first of thetearly morning Prayer Hours,’ held 
daily from seven to eight o’clock in the auditorium 
under the leadership of Mr. J. Harvey Borton, Chair- 
man of the Council, was held on Sunday morning, 
and the large number attending seemed unprecedented. 
On one of the early days of the conference when a 
prayer group leader went to the Prayer Room before 
the seven o’clock hour in order to have her own quiet 
time, she found the room so filled with people that she 
could not get in. This was about half past six o'clock 
in the morning. 

While the mectings were all weil’ attended, a number 
of intercessors had it laid upon them to spend the time 
of-a meeting in prayer for God’s blessing 1.pon speakers 
and hearers. Two girls thus prayed every forenoon 
through the time of the mission study classes. Several 
pairs of intercessors prayed an hour daily, at different 
times, and prayed regularly during one of the class 
hours until they received assurance of God’s answer. 
It is no wonder that one of the mission class leaders 
said that she had never seen such manifested power 
of the Holy Spirit in her mission study work. 

One of the leaders went to the Prayer Room one 
morning, while classes were going on, and found that 
God was calling upon him for intercession in a way 
that he had never before experienced. He said, after- 
wards, that it seemed. that God was pouring His Spirit 
into the mission study classes like a river, and that if 
he held on in prayer God would keep on pouring out his 
Spirit on the classes. He felt it his simple duty to 
keep steadily in prayer, standing thus with God, until 


re 
{Teuoty 


While out upon an evan-'! 
* ~“gelizmg-tour-in the heart of-the island,-De, 


TT 


























































































47U 


that class study was over for the morning. It taught 
him a new lesson of holding on in prayer. 

Before one of the most important meetings of the 
entire conference, a speaker who was looked to- for a 


vitally important part had been prevented by the 


pressure of leadings and opportunities that could not 
be escaped, from having the quiet time of preparation 


‘he felt he needed. He went to the Prayer Room for a 


few minutes of calling upon God to meet the need. 
There he found one of the young men, a member of his 
prayer group, and the two prayed together for a 
few minutes. As they were separating, the younger 
man asked the other if he was now going to prepare 
for the evening meeting in the short time that re- 
mained; and he added that, in this case, he would go 
off by himself in the woods, doing without any supper, 
and pray for this leader. This was done, and God vis- 
ited the meeting that night in such blessing that all 
were humbled in amazing gratitude before Him. 

carly in the week a Vesper Service message was 
given by Mrs. J. Harvey Borton, out of her former éx- 
perience as a missionary, on sacrificial praying. She 
told of what she had seen, in the mission field, of such 
intercession as “Praying Hyde’! did, and many others 
there. Her message cut deep; and God called lives into 
sacrificial praying at Stony Brook. 

In personal interviews with needy souls experienced 
workers found themselves with a fresh sense of their 
own helplessness, a deep realization that they must keep 
crying unto the Holy Spirit to do all that the one in 
need required; and then, with thanksgiving and joy, 
they watched the Holy Spirit’s supernatural, loving, 
Light-giving, Life-giving, prevailing work in the othér’s 
life. The personal interviews were rich with eternal 
results; but this was so because there were times of 
prayer without ceasing. 

And God worked mightily in lives quite apart from 
any personal interviews. This was because his children 
were pemying. 

A typical experience is that which one of the young 
women had in connection with the prayer group that 
was assigned to her. She writes about it: 


Sunday night the prayer groups were assigned... All the 
people living in each hall met together in that hall, .and 
were then divided. They were divided as they happened 
to be sitting, except for the married women, who all 
went together. There were fourteen in the group given’ to 
me, and I was so disappointed because most of them were 
much oldet than I, and I didn’t think they would be happy 
there. : 


Rich Blessing in a Prayer Group _ —" 
But' the next night all but’ one came. We met: out under 

the trees on the rustic benches back of Hopkins Hall in the 

moonlight. The first night I asked their names and where 


they were from, and then asked if they had’ any special’ 


heeds they would like us to pray about; then’we prayed. 
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ae wf decided the matter for her. Notice, that started in 
ndia 

That God is not permitting the Victorious Life Tes- 
timony merely to “go round in a circle,” but is moving 
it forward in new ministry and in ever new experiences 
of his grace, was noticeably evident at Stony Brook. 
At the opening session all who had never attended one 
of the summer Victorious Life Conferences were 
asked to raise their hands. To the surprise of every 
one fully two-thirds of the persons present — it 
seemed almost like three-fourths —thus qualified for- 
the “freshman class.” It. was a joy to realize how many 
lives were now exposed to fresh blessings! One of the 
young women said, “I thought I should see a sprinkling 
of young people, but to my surprise the ‘sprinkling’ 
was older people!” Probably fifty percent of the per- 
sons attending were under thirty years of age. Some 
seventy were not over twenty-five years old, and many 
were in their teens. : 

People came from surprisingly distant points, and 
among the states represented, in addition to Canadian 
and Guatemalan delegates, were Maine, New Hamp- 
shire, Connecticut, Massachusetts, New York, Mary- 
lard, Texas} ‘Kentucky, Georgia, Louisiana, Colorado, 
Indiana, Illinois, Ohio, Nebraska, Virginia; West Vir- 
ginia, California, New Jersey, Washington, and Penn- 
sylvania. 

No attempt is made in this brief glimpse of the 
blessings of the conference to touch upon the indi- 
vidual speakers and their messages. God used all; but 
people forgot the human instruments in the Spirit- 
given vision of Christ and his sufficiency. 

But one part of the human ministry must be men- 
tioned:.The music of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Harkness. 
They: had come across the continent from Los Angeles 
to be in the East this summer, and it was part of God’s 








Light Gleams 
from the Conference 




















URING the seven o’clock morning prayer hour in the 
auditorium the sun focused a shaft of gleaming light 
on the word “Calvary” on a card just back of the plat- 

form reading “Calvary Means Victory.” One who noticed 
this remembered. that the. darkness of midnight was. on Cal- 
vary when‘our: Lord hung there, that there might be light 
there for us now. 


“Some one used. to translate, ‘El Shaddai,. ‘The Enough. 


P God.” ” 


“In 1 Thessalonians 1:9, 10, the apostle says, ‘Ye turned 


. to. God from idols to serve the living and true God.’ Not, 
, as men often put it, ‘Ye turned ‘from idols to God.’ Oh, if 


The second night I did not think any of the older women. - 


would come back, but they did each night. The third night 
I asked them what they would most like to have if they 


could have anything they wanted from God. The desires 
were very interesting,— some were not deep enough’or per- 
sotial enough. By that time I was being drawn-very close to 
a missionary who was in my group. She and I met in my. 
room for prayer thé next night from 8 to 8.30, and God > 
seemed to lead us to do no talking but just to pray and let 
Him work in their lives. That night in the prayer group 
one young girl broke down and cried; she did not know 


just what was the matter, but she hadn’t let God go the 
whole way with her. Another missidnary in the group 
confessed a sin and expressed a real need,-and God searched 


hearts. There were sixteen in the group that night, and, 


we prayed very earnestly. oe 
The next, night the missionary and I met again for prayer, 
but out in the woods this time, and asked God to continue 
to work. That night we prayed especially for the young 
girl and other young people in our group, and for the older 
ones 'too, and we could feel the Spirit of God, in. that little 
group as we never had before. After it was. over another 
missionary asked me to meet her in the Prayer; Room the 
next morning at seven, which I did, and after forty-five 
minutes of prayer and talking the Lord seemed to: bring hen 


you'll only turn to God you won’t want’ the idols!” 
“If God says seven, six won’t do.” 


“Do people say, as they look at, you, ‘It doesn’t take 
Christ to make a Christian like that’ ?” 


“T used to ask God to make me a holy man, ‘and I ‘didn’t 
want to be one. God gave me purity assoon-as I -wanted it:” 


“We'd better play with forked Aghtning than play with 
God the Holy Ghost.” 


After the Gadarene demoniac was freed from his’ demons, 
cleansed and saved, the people “went out to see what it 
was that was done.” “When yop get home, people are com- 
ing*to’see what has happened (Mark 5:14). The demoniac 
was Changed, Clothed, Commissioned.” 


. “Don’t be afraid of that word ‘perfect.’ If some one asks 
me, Have you got perfect love, perfect joy, perfect peace? 
my answer is: ‘My own righteousness?—filthy rags! But 
because I have opened my life to’ God, he gives me his 
perfect love, his perfect joy, his perfect peace, because I 
have a Perfect Saviour.’ ”’ ; 


“T was as much wedded to the daily newspaper as some 


- Christians are to, tobacco.” 


through and enable her to trust Him for victory im. her-: 


own life; and she stood in the Victorious Life meeting that 
day in full surrender. 


On Friday night the young girl mentioned above, “let gé° 


and let God,” and gave her life to the Lord for .the foreign 
field if he wanted her to go. On Saturday night we had a 
praise meeting in our little group and then prayed for the 


unsaved members of our families. Two girls came to that. 


i t od A . . 
group that we hed been praying all week would go to 8° conference, that it had been to her “just a mew translation 


.of the Bible.” She had never krown what the plan of sal- 


prayer group, and our prayer was answered. ; 

Now I am glad I had that mixed group. I believe every. 
one in it yielded her life completely to the Lord before she 
went home. 


Before I went to the conference, I received a letter from 


a girl that I did not know. A missionary in India, whom — , 


I do know, wrote to this young girl, who lived in her home 
town, and told her to write to me for information about 
the conference and to go if she could. - She-wrote me that 
she was going to Columbia University for the summer, and 
asked me if I thought it would be worth while for her to 


go to Stony Brook for the week-end. I. wrote back that it. 


would: be worth while, but that it would be worth missing 


a whole week at Columbia in order to be there for the full: 


time. I went to the conference wondering whether I would 
meet her, and here she was in my prayer group, and had 
given up her whole summer at Columbia in order to come 
to the conference. She said she was tired ‘anyway, and 
perhaps ought not to have gone to Columbia, but that my 

1The story of this intercessor’s life and work in India has 
just been published by The Sunday School Times Co, in a 
booklet selling for 25 cents. 


“There are- some who preach the Gospel to the sinner 
who do not remember that the Gospel is also to the saint.” 
. 


“ ‘Grace is the love of God in active exercise toward sinful 
man.’ For grace is not only an aftitude: it is also an ac- 
tivity. Remember, too, that grace is not ‘it,’ grace is a 


person, the Lord Jesus Christ himself.” 


A young business woman said, after a few days at the 


vation-and the Gospel were before the opening Sunday of 
the conference. Then she fully accepted the good news. 
By Tuesday she simply could not find words to express 
her wonder and joy in the Lord. 


A young girl’ asked one of:the leaders whether she ought 
to give up dancing. She said she had prayed about it, 
and had had no leading from God to give it up. In reply 
to the question, “What reasons did God give you for con- 
tinuing to dance?” she said she had no reason, but she 
saw no reason for not dancing. She was reminded that 
God’s children ought always to have a real reason for do- 
ing anything and should be assured that whatever they 
are doing is to his glory. Asked whether she could readily 
talk to a boy or man about Christ while she was on the 
dancing floor with his arm about her, she said instantly 
she could not. From day to day, as the conference went on, 
she seemed to be in doubt, and could only answer that she 
was praying about the matter. But at the end of the 
week,’ when ‘asked. once more about her problem, she an- 


_.swered with a radiant smile that it was all settled, and 





dancing was gone forever. 
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planning to have them at Stony Brook. Mrs. Hark- 
ness’ singing was sweet and rich and Spirit-filled. Day 
after day God carried home to hearts his precious truth 
through her songs. And Mr. Harkness laid his own 
rich musical talents in piane accompanying and im- 
provisation at the Lord’s feet and we were given a 
foretaste of what the music of heaven must be. The 
spiritual fellowship with these two new friends was a 
part of the blessing also. Let us pray that God shall 
continue to keep Mr. and Mrs. Harkness in this min- 
istry of these conferences. ; 

When the Holy Spirit is given his way there are 
certain results that must follow: the unreserved giving 
of lives and possessions to him. This was true of 
Stony Brook. At no previous conference had there 
been any such missionary meeting as that of Friday 
night, when the outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon 
the meeting brought such a yielding of lives to-God’s 
call in the foreign mission field or wherever he might 
make his assignments as we had nevef seen before. 
and also those who had volunteered their lives for the 
After the missidnaries present had been asked to 
rise, and also those who had volunteered their lives for 
the foreign field before this conference, then patents 
present who surrendered their children to God for the 
foreign field if he should so call them were given an 
opportunity of expressing this by rising. Some forty- 
three parents did so. Then followed the call, and the 
response, of those who for the first time were hearing 
and obeying God’s call to the foreign field, or who were 
unreservedly ready to go if, he should make his call 
plain. After the parents had been seated, all who were 
then standing were asked to come to the front of the 
auditorium. As they came forward, and kept coming, 
and kept coming, the conference was awed, amazed, 
overwhelmed with this dedication of lives to the mas- 
tery of our Lord and his Great Commission. 

For before that meeting and after it life after 


. life had been convicted of sin, had confessed alone with 


God the sins that were hindering, staining, crippling, 
had been cleansed by the precious blood, had surren- 
dered all, and then had really believed the Word of 
God and trusted the perfect, infinite sufficiency of the 
loving grace of the Lord Jesus Christ. Ministers’ 
lives were revolutionized, brought out of defeat and 
poWerlessness into victory and power. A missionary 
who had been unknowingly defeated: by Satan as an 
angel of ‘light was shown the deceptidn, and was~set 


‘free. Young ‘men afd young wémen, boys and girlS 


in their teens, found Christ’ as Lord,’Victory ‘and Life. 
God did, not let the conference get away from its ‘real 
ministry. and ‘objective: “as a‘ “rescué -mission for 
Christians” bringing defeated children’ of God_ into 
the victorious life. * 


A Wonderful “Thank Offering” 


The largest total thank. offering received at earlier 
conferences has been ‘in the neighborhood of fifteen 
hundred dollars: The total offering at this confererice 


- was* $7,161. This amount was given ‘on the closing 


Saturday evening and ‘the following Lord’s day, as the 
conference dared to trust the Saturday Day Verse in 
2 Corinthians 9: 8: “And God is able to make all grace 
abound toward you; that ye, always having all suf- 
ficiency in all things, may abound to every good 
work.” 

The new “Fellowship. of Christian. Believers,” 
formed at the- Philadelphia. Victorious Life Con- 
ference of last January, was brought before the Stony 
Brook Conference, and many signed the “Declaration 
‘of. Intercession” for the body of Christ throughout 
the world to-day.t Those who joined hands in the 
great circle completely filling the auditorium at‘ the 
close of the last meeting’ on Sunday night, where the 


‘conference had partaken together of the Lord’s Supper 


and then united, with clasped hands, in’ the “hyn, 
“Blest be the Tie that Binds,” can see in those closing 
moments of the conference a miniature of the ‘fellow- 
ship of Christian believers that is literally en- 
circling the world to-day: children of God who believe 
his Word (who are humbly and gladly presenting to 
him their “bodies-a living sacrifice, holy [cleansed by 
the blood of Jesus], acceptable to God [accepted in the 
Beloved], which is your reasonable service,” and who 


‘are seaking to carry-to_the entire lost world the Good 


News of this Saviour from sin and death, while await- 
ing their Lord from heaven. 

It was a mountain top experience, in the presence 
of the transfigured Lord Jesus. But those who were 
there went fearlessly down from the mountain top with 
that same Lord, remembering —if they were tempted 
to wish they might stay — that it was not on the moun- 
tain top but down in the valley that the disciples saw 
their Lord work the niiracle that day. Mountain top 
experiences are blessed; but we must go down into the 
valley of every-day life if we would see our Lord work 
the miracles that he is ready and eager to bring to pass 
for us and through us. 





1 This Fellowship was set forth in the leading editorial of 
The Sunday School Times of July 21. A pamphlet fully 
explaining it may be had at 5 cents, or 50 cents a dozen 
copies; and the Declaration of Intercession may be had at 
2 cents each, or 10 cents a dozen copies; address A Felilow- 
ship of Christian Believers, 80 Stafford Building, 1114 Chest- 
nut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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How God’s Word Grows and Prevails in Belgium 


A_year’s work of the Belgian Gospel Mission 7} 
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handed the Ocean Times, a leaflet which is 
handed about on the Atlantic liners. In it I 
read this pathetic story: 

“One of England’s hospitals holds thirty-six pa- 
tients whose terrible and hopeless condition bears sad 
testimony to the true meaning of ‘military glory.’ 

“That hospital was recently visited by the Prince 
of Wales, and after he had been taken round the wards, 
his Royal Highness remarked, ‘I was told you had 
thirty-six patients; I have only seen twenty-nine.’ 

“It was explained that the other seven were so dis- 
figured that the visit to their ward had been purposely 
omitted. He insisted on being taken to it, and spoke 
to each of the men. Still the Prince remained unsat- 
isfied. ‘Where is the seventh?’ said he. He was told 
that no one could see this seventh man. Blind, deaf, 
disfigured out of the likeness of humanity, he lay in 
a room by himself. ‘I wish to see him,’ was his royal 
rejoinder. And he did. 

“The interview which resulted is thus described by 
a member of the staff who accompanied the heir to the 
throne of England into the darkened room. ‘The 
Prince walked firmly to the bedside, turned very white, 
but. stood with bowed head, looking at the man who 
could neither see him nor hear him, looking at that 
awful wreck of manhood as though he-could see the 
final anguish of murderous and monstrous war. Then 
very slowly his’ Royal Highness stooped down and 
kissed the man’s face.’ ” 

Five hundred years of Bible famine and dead pagan 
superstition masquerading as Christianity-have brought 
Belgium very low. No Bible food means no _ vital 
Christian life, and no exercise of healthy soul-winning 
work. “Europe,” says Alfred Noyes in his tribute 
to King Albert of the Belgians, “if she had a creed, 
had it from custom, not from faith.” The plight of 
that poor soldier physically is not. worse than that of 
a whole land of over seven millions, spiritually. But 
out from. behind the clouds of the 
World War the Prince of Heaven has 
bent down and blessed the land with the 


O: MY recent voyage home from Belgium I was 


“He that openeth and no man shutteth” is opening 
doors for Mr. and Mrs. Ralph C. Norton, Directors 
of the Belgian Gospel Mission, now in America, 
through which they are having opportunity to tell of 
the wonderful work God is {enabling them and their 
faithful helpers to do in giving the Gospel to Bel- 
gium, The prayers of The Sunday School Times 
family are Codeueha in their behalf, especially 
for their campaign in Philadelphia churches, 
which will continue from about the middle of 
August to the middle of September. After this 
they hope to go to the Pacific coast, including 
California, Washington, and perhaps Oregon, for 
deputation work. Churches in Philadelphia and 
elsewhere in the country may secure their ser- 
vices by addressing Mr. Norton, care of The Sun- 
day School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadel- 
phia, and gifts for their mission work may be sent 
to Mr. Charles G. Trumbull, Treasurer, at the 
same address. 








the entire amount had reached the office there, and this, 
with the gifts received in Belgium and England, 
amounted to more than $5,000 over and above the 
sum asked. 

Just what has happened is described in Acts 19: 20: 
“So mightily grew the Word of God and prevailed.” 
How one wishes that some of those mistaken the- 
oried men and women who are finding it “unreason- 
able” to believe in God’s inerrant Word as such, could 
see it demonstrating its mighty effectiveness in this 
little land. Men’s calling it a worn-out weapon does 
not dim nor dull the brilliant and keen edge that cuts 
deep as it is wielded by a hand held close in God's. 

The man who came to the tent in Braine-le-Comte 
last summer will testify to that. It was he who saw 
the rows of Bibles, large, small, big print and tiny, 
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paper covered and leather, on the bookshelf and bought 
one. Back in a few days, radiant over what he had 
gotten out of his new book, he wanted the ne.rt Bible. 
Not for him to cut out the bits that his finite mentality 
could not grip and make his own —he was ready for 
what he expected was another and fuller revelation 
from God, ready for “one of each” of these books, 
as ” told us, if they were all as good as the first 
one : 
And the old man of Bruges would have stood as a 
sterling witness before the bar of man’s judging, to 
the wonder-glory of that Word. He came to the 
Mission hall in the Needlestreet in Bruges one Sun- 
day night and listened with every inlet to his heart 
and intellect opened wide. He did not understand. He 
came back the next Sunday, and not understanding 
much better, had a personal talk with Mr. Mietes dur- 
ing which the light shone into his soul. He went home 
very happy. He had always been very comfortable in 
his daughter’s home, but having become a Protestant 
changed matters. The Bible he had brought home 
was forbidden, and might not be read by his daughter’s 
fire. He must climb up into the attic to read it, and 
this he did in the cold every day, gladly suffering per- 
secution and criticism of course. The book itself he 
kept locked in an old chest. He grew to be a beau- 
tiful Christian — that old soul. 

One night in talking with Mr. Mietes he said how 
he longed to go to be with the Lord. He hoped he 
would go quickly when the time came and not be wor- 
ried and forced to defend himself from the rites he _ 
now would not wish. Thirty-six hours after that con- 
versation, he was gone to his Lord, quietly and quickly 
taken as he had finished his reading and put his treas- 
ure-book back into the chest. They found his old 
worn-out body lying across the chest. I never saw that 
old saint; I love to remember that I shall see him in 
glory some day, in a renewed, re-fashioned body. 

Then the Little-old-chimney-corner-Lady would 
have to be reckoned with were a doubt- 
darkened heart to go to Belgium. The 
colporteur who visited her had a fine 





kiss of Divine love and pardon, opened 
it for a new evangelization and sent his 
selected workmen to occupy till he come 
himself. He is doing for the nation 


could not do for those he visited. Heis RECEIPTS: 
re-creating the lost powers, making deaf 
ears to hear his voice, blind eyes to “see 


Cash in hands of Treasurer, December 31, 1921 
Received during 1922 


Mr. C. G. TrRuMBULL, 7reasurer: 

We have made our audit of your accounts as Treasurer of The Belgian Gospel Christ there was other and higher hope 
Mission for the year 1922 and submit herewith a statement of the receipts aud 
what that earthly Prince in the story ©*Penditures for the year and the balance on hand December 31, 1922: 


o + « 6 Seggs.gg : 
. . . + 62,502.76 urged the new friend to return and see 


C talk with her, and she dimly took in the 
thought that through the death of 
for her than her previous outlook, which 
was a term of purgatorical purification 
before she might look up toward 
Heaven. She bought a Testament and 


Jesus only,” silent ips to praise him, IE Pe On angi Bie &. oe er eK Rlpsaant 72,853.91 her often. He went back some few 
and testify to his grace. Salaries and travel, 4 workers in Belgium... 2.2... 0.000 ee eee $4,366.75 weeks later. She was dark and taciturn. 
To do this he has made use of the ef- Fo mon ty «+ hl ee 3,026.21 His book had said nothing about the 
RS EE bs Go 6 e006 64 Oe we ORE HS OH o 146.84 ‘ . ” 
forts of the fifty workers of numerous ae Mother of God,” so her daughter had 
539. 


nationalities, denominations, and capa- 


bilities. He has made possible the “ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES: 


burned it. Promptly the first chapters 
of Luke’s Gospel were turned up and 


eighteen stations of the work at Brus- Salary and travel «2... 1 eee ee ee ee ee ees $4,322.25 read to her. And just where Mary 
° a ak he eae a beads bal ae ee 347-51 ’ . . 
sels, Antwerp, Bruges, Dour, Warquig- ee oN Oe ee eee KT asesen our Lord’s human mother is placed in 
nies, Liege, Steene, Eecloo, Selsaete, Giese dent, G0etNE OE. ww kt ep ee ee mee ee 1,210.57 7.905 80 God’s salvation plan — greatest among 
Courtrai, Oost Roosebeke, Kiel, Heer- . f 15,445.60 womankind but not herself Deity to be 
ent, La Hulpe, Ath, Leuze, Cambron- unds sent abroad for work in field. . 2.2... 2 +++ eee te ee eeee 42,354.00 worshiped, nor mediator to persuade an 


Castau, and Soignies. He has blessed 
with success the fourteen. Sunday- 
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Cash in hands of Treasurer, December 31, 1922 


- + + + 57:799-60 wynwilling, cold Son for favors for mor- 
++ + + 350543" tals, was explained to her. So our 








schools and children’s meetings, the eight —_ Contributions in the United States 
regular women’s and girl’s meetings, Se SORE Pee OO EE gs Coe CEH HE 


the two Bible schools with twenty-nine 


...+. 784582 another Testament. “You may not buy 


$62,502.76  Little-old-chimney-corner-Lady bought 


69,988.58 it, if you will burn it again,” she was 





students; all the summer street and 
market work, the itinerant colportage 
work, the tent work. Above all, the 559 
Bibles, 12,160 Testaments, the 72,881 
Gospels, the 12,970 portions of the 


Total Cash on hand December 31, 1921 . 


We also attach a summary of receipts and expenditures in Belgium during 
1922 as reported monthly, stated in francs, 
during 1922 averaged 634 cents American). 
Francs Francs 


Ward, the 885 books and 273,662 tracts, Cash received from United States of America OS Fees ce ot ee 
making a total of 373,857 pieces of Cash received in field: 


literature distributed during 1922. He 


ET xe ae ee Ae ok 6 os RRS Oe ew 21,783 00 


(The value of the Belgian franc 


told. “This one will not burn; they 
shall never get it,” she promiséd, press- 
ing it to her bosom as though she feared 
that already some one would attempt to 
88,642.39 take it away. And the boys and girls 
540,806.28 with their Bibles, earned by the learning 
and recitation of a number of Scripture 
verse with references. They sit across 





has used the gifts and the prayers of poe AE BEANE EEA a. aS RR es FERNS aia ‘the front rows of the Brussels Church 
the friends in America, accompanied by Sale of literature... . Oe oe eee 12,894.35 hall, hugging the volumes almost larger 
those of his people who have sacrificed er eto one Comeey MOD sree ee etic a nbenees re cee P than themselves. S , a bright-eyed, 
for him in Belgium. Sistiell anil uel santos St i RED ORS he on9 Pn 55-8 quick-minded girlie of almost ten, has 

There stand four new buildings in EXPENDITURES ee? ee ye a eae i ee — had hers on two missionary journeys 
strategic centers, monuments to the con- > art a ol ; with her father — to the shop where he 

° Sag ale Salaries, board and lodging (63 workers)... . . . 1. 10. e eee ee eee 269.914.64 . 

secrated money placed in the mission’s Property purchased (58,000 fcs). Rents and repairs (70,929.43 fcs). .... . 128,929.43 works and into another one where her 
hands since January first of that year. Se inn, SP ee er ae ae ee 17,232.88 father was witnessing for Jesus. She 
It is recorded with thanksgiving in the ae on buildings, motors, etc... © 2. + 6 se eee ie eee ee we 75°77 5° recited her verses and showed her Bible. 
yearly Praise-Report, that these gifts Upkeep SES EERE Ore ae aspect These boys and girls who might be 
were increased in volume about fifty Printing and literature. 2 ee ee ee ee ee ee 48,161.39 smoking, swearing, gambling, besmirch- 
percent, as the work increased corre- ae es. chee ceptable aeiedid- ips -aahttechanenbae 738 “ ing their early youth with immorality, 
spondingly over and above that of the RAG a 34.9: x a4 Oe ER WR © eee oD 1,248 00 who instead are being sheltered in 
preceding year. And still more wonder- a voted a eC eee ee te ee ee - + 3,181.30 Christian homes and going to Sunday- 
ful it is to mention again that incident y+ ne SE “ieee school, are the greatest defense for 
of the early morning of December 23 I ia a a rings Mean ile er Rie Gorse Sod. raee 7735-14 European work. One lad walked along 


when Mr. Norton felt led to: ask of God 
believingly a certain large sum. neces- 
sary to cover some of the special needs 
for the end of the year. An hour later 
word came from America. that almost 


Total expenditures 


PHILADELPHIA, July 27, 1923. 
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555,864.08 ‘the street with his father to Sunday- 
school during “Carnival Time.” They 
met some roisterers in masquerades. 
“Papa,” he said, “you used to do that, 
didn’t you?” Then, with the quick 


123,440.18 











472 


apology of love and the keen perception of childhood, 


he said, “But that was before you knew Jesus, wasn’t . 


it, father ?” 

From the women’s work there are the baptisms of 
some thirty women during this past year-period, Brus- 
sels, Ath, Leuze, and village women, all Christians of 
worth to the kingdom. And from various mission 
fields come the reports of what blessing is being reaped 
from the prayer-intercession and missionary labors of 
“Les Semueses,” the girls’ Missionary Society, called 
in English, “The Sowers,” which meéts weekly in 
Brussels. 

And from the stations,— what memories of good 
things. The Fleming who came to the much prayed 
over French meeting at Liege, on, Mr. Norton's visit 
there. He is a colporteur now. When Satan especially 
opposes his work in the darkest and hardest corner of 
Belgium, he has a patent method for “getting even.” 
He, goes out with a thousand extra tracts and dis- 
tributes them. Once after a very bad time he did 
not feel satisfied with one journey of such revenge. 
He made two, and was only a short time in advan- 
tageously placing his two thousand tracts. 

There are the regular meetings at Liege, for which 
chairs must be borrowed from an “opposition” neigh- 
bor, who, for some reason known to the Lord, is 
very friendly about this service. And there are the 
dear. Bolomeys. How I gloat over being too far away 
from them to be scolded for telling how they have 
lived, for many months, Pastor and Mrs. Bolomey and 
three children, in two rooms loaned them at a sac- 
rifice by the Christian family in whose house the 
meetings have been held. Houses and flats, especially 
for a boys-and-girls family, are almost unknown 
quantities in Liege, and Liege was the Bolomeys’ field, 
so there they stayed! And there is God's garden in 
Flanders — the hall built on what was the Meersmans’ 
garden-plot. There are splendid fruits being harvested 
from this garden, very precious souls, — already, and 
this is only the springtime of the work. 

We do not talk much of this kind of personal sac- 
rifices among ourselves. They all come in the day’s 
work, and Satan would like to use them to trip the 
privileged one up and unbalance a humble walk. But 
I can tell you about them, just that you may know 
that sacrifices on this side have their counterparts 
among the Belgian people themselves. 


What are the plans for this year, many of which 
will be well under way before this review is published ? 


The need of more stations and men to man them re- , 


mains’ insistent. Workers who came. out last year, in, 
answer to prayer, no more than filled openings in the 
ranks long existent, and the pushing out and growth 
of ‘the work has created more such openings. There 
must soon be a home for the men workers and stu- 
dents in Brussels, where under proper supervision and 
care, ail sides of the natures of leaders for Christ 
may be touched and built up in these men. Such a 
home is now built for the girls, — one of the achieve- 
ments of the last of the old year and the early weeks 
of this one. 

The women’s work suffers hourly for lack of an- 
other Dutch-speaking worker. She must be forth- 
coming, for without her Flemish women are perish- 
ing, and it is not God’s will that any should perish. 
Whom is God calling? 

The Sunday-school work must be greatly increased 
and many more points provided with Sunday-schools. 
The tapping of the wooden shoes of Belgium’s boys 
and girls as they run along the cobblestones of their 
native streets, are knockings at our hearts‘ doors, to 
gather them more fully under the sound of the glad 
tidings. 

Tlie Brussels headquarters house is inadequate. Effi« 
ciency is being impaired by the necessitated proximity 
of desks and the confusion of several groups in one 
room, talking several languages, over a variety of mat- 
ters. Mr. Bentley is getting a Gospel caravan from 
God, though just how, humanly, has not been made 
clear. It will house five men, the necessary literature, 
food, and supplies for a week or ten days of. uninter- 
rupted trip over any desired radius of work, and will 
make the summer’s opportunities doublefold greater. 

This one to follow is still only a dream, but one 
which will bear much prayer and making come -true. 
A young medical missionary capable of opening and 
running a dispensary, will find hundréds of Brussels 
homes open to his physical healing and spiritual wit- 
ness-bearing for the Great Physician. Is he hearing 
the call? Are you praying it into his ears? 

Bishop Moule wrote one of his greatest sermons 
on Daniel’s continuance, his steady, deep, and unchang- 
ing life under four different monarchs and various 
degrees of confidence from them. The most important 
work for 1923 is to “continue’—go on steadfastly 
where we have begun, to dig in deeper, to solidify 
and remain, and build up, as well as to push out from 
each point along the line, as surely and as swiftly as 
possible: Most of all, to continue steadfast in prayer. 

On: this side of the sea, a labor is being commenced 
in this connection. There are many individual Chris- 
tians who pray for Belgium daily or frequently. There 
are churches and groups who pray as‘God leads them. 
There must be more than this as intercessory backing; 
however. Some individuals who cannot give as largely 
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as they could wish, must set aside a definite time at a 
stated place for regular intervals, for prayer-war 
for Belgium. These individuals must tell others and 


‘pray them into coming together with them. The Field 


Secretary, who has recently returned from service 
over there, will help. Intimate information about spe- 
cific barriers or difficulties, problems, needs, victories, 
will be sent them. This regular hour (or hours) will 
be consecrated to Belgium just as truly as the mis- 
sionary (who rejoices over work on all fields of the 
world and prays and gives to them) consecrates his 
first energies, and all his life, to the corner of the 
harvest field where his particular work lies. Already 
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A Communion Sunday in General Feng’s army 
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several such groups are organized, and there are a 
number of individuals who have consecrated solitary 
closet-times for the same kind of labor. These are 
as truly missionaries as any who labor in the nine 


_ provinces in Belgium. 


The little Gospel-less towns that wait among the 
fields and mines and factories of Belgium and central 
Europe, — the three generations of men,-women, and 
children who live in them, under the daily shadow of 
foreboding political clouds, — these challenge you to 
participation in their evangelization. Who will fight 
the. Lord’s fight with us? 

CHICAGO. 





Our Most Wonderful Day in China 


By Mrs. Rosalind Goforth’ 
ae il 








both in their preached 


swe 


What a blessing and help Dr. and Mrs. Goforth have been to General + Tagg his Christian fellow-soldiers, 


messages in the army and in their personal friendships 
Times realize, who read their accounts of the work in The Sunday School Times from time to time. 
Know God Answers Prayer ’’ is a remarkable story of God’s guidances in matters 


readers of The Sunday School 
**How IT 
and little, by Mrs. 


Goforth (to be had from The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at $1.25). 


“Ah Lord Jehovah! behold, . . . there is noth- 
ing too wonderful for thee” (Jer. 32:17). 


ES, it was indeed the most wonderful day we 

and the thirty or more missionaries with us had 

ever spent in this land. It was in the autumn 
time, and at the close of the day one word was on the 
lips of all. “Wonderful, wonderful.” A two-weeks’ 
Revival Mission, had just been held among the sol- 
diers when th egreat theater in Sinyangchow city was 
filled three times each day with soldiers. Blessed and 
touching scenes had been witnessed those days. It 
is, however, of the last Sabbath of this Mission I wish 
to write. 

Our party was up before five o’clock, and after a 
hasty breakfast started for the camp. We had to 
walk a short distance round the camp limit, after we 
left our 'rickshas. Everything was so still and quiet 
I thought we must surely be very early, but on reach- 
ing the Y..M. C. A. Army Hut, which was erected on 
the edge of the camp grounds, we found the building 
filled with soldiers, seated and quietly waiting for the 
service to begin. Officers were moving about as ushers 
in a church at home. 

The Hut had been decorated by the soldiers as if 
for Christmas. There were two mai entrances. Over 
one in large evergreen Chinese characters: were the 
words, “This is my body, which was broken for you,” 
and over the other, “This is my blood, which was shed 
for you.” Eleven times that day the building was filled, 
each time with a different company of ‘soldiers;'* The 
first meeting began at 6.15 A. M., the last closed at 
6.30 P, M. At each of thesé services officers had 
complete control. Dr Goforth, by the General’s 
request, baptized the candidates , and all the ad- 
dresses were given by missionaries, but the over- 
sight and conduct of the meetings was entirely in 
the hands of the Christian officers. I do not think 
anything impressed me more that day. than the faces 
and conduct of. these officers. No better proof of the 
depth and reality of the work of grace going on could 
be found than just the bright, shining stamp of Christ 
upon them. 

The first three services were for the new converts, 
and nine hundred and sixty men were baptized and re- 
ceived the Communion for the first time. All of these 
men had been under Christian instruction for at least 


one year. The order of the services was very simple.. 


When the time came for baptizing, the names of about 
fifteen men were called out by an officer. As each 
man heard his name he came forward, being met by 
another officer, who put him in his right place. Some- 
times a man was really very stupid about getting into 
position and the officer had to do not a little pushing 
or pulling, but in such a case when “the man did get 
right the officer just gave him a gentle pat on the back 
and a smile as much as to say, “We understand” (Oh, 
what a contrast to heathen treatment!). Just as the 
last man received baptism a chorus or verse of a hymn 
was started up by the Army choir seated at the back 
of the building. Sometimes it was, 

“Oh, happy day, that fixed my .choice 

On thee, my Saviour and my God.” 


Or again, 


“Oh, come to my heart, Lord Jesus, 
There is room in my heart for thee.” 


And oh, how they sang! But the choir always stop- 
ped the instant the last man reached his seat. When 
all had been baptized a simple Communion service was 
held, during which a short, earnest address was given 
‘by one of the missionaries. The feverence and order 
of the soldiers was most impressive, and -it was touch- 
ing to note the sympathy .and thoughtfulness of the 
officers for: the men. Sometimes: when texts were 
given out and some of the soldiers found difficulty in 


finding the place, here and there an officer could be 
seen stepping forward quietly and finding the place 
for the men. : 

At the close of the third service, when all the bap- 
tisms were over word was passed around that General 
Feng wished to meet the missionaries in his reception 
room a short distance above the Army Hut. It was 
quite a procession that~filed up through the trees, 
and a pleasant surprise awaited us on reaching our 
destination. Here we found a long table, covered 
with a white cloth and decorated with flowers, spread 
with a suimptuous breakfast for the whole party. The 
General sat. at. one end of the table and his wife at 
the other. 
among the guests. The General’s face was beaming, 
as it always is when he is with those he feels at one 
with in the Lord. Mrs. Feng and I were obliged to 
leave before the meal was over as we had a-meeting 
with, the officers’ wives. 

This meeting over: I, returned to, our, stoppitig-place 
to rest. At about 4.30 I started for. thé camp again, 


and when..just outside the city I noticed ‘what seemed *” 


like a large number of ‘soldiers drilling ‘and wondered 


that the General allowed his men to drill’ when such” 


solemn services Were going on. But gradually the 
soldiers atid my ’ricksha Converged rio tothe sainme road 
and the soldiers passed me. Then, [ noticed that they 
all‘had Testaments. : Nof till then did it dawn upon 
me that these soldiers were all Christians, and were 
marching to.the Communion services still going.on in 
the Hut! 

That day four thousand six hundred and six officers 
and men joined in commemorating our Saviour’s death 
for us. More would have come but a possible at- 
tack was expected and a large number of the Chris- 
tian soldiers had to be on guard. Although attend- 
ing only six services in all that day, with a good rest 
between, I found they taxed to the utmost. But my 
husband and. some of the ofher missionaries who took 
part remained through every service, and the same 
officers continued to conduct the meetings throughout. 
Yet all seemed as fresh and joyful at the close as at 
the beginning. Truly the Lord’s grace is sufficient for 
any service he puts upon his children. In this case 
I think it was surely the joy of the Lord which was 
their strength (Neh. 8:10), for every one was just 
overflowing with joy that night at what they had been 
permitted to see of the Gospel’s triumph among men 


whose very name soldier placed them on the lowest scale 


— among the most vicious and hopeless. 

Later reports told us that eight thousand out of the 
eleven thousand troops under General Feng had been 
baptized. What an example these men set our home 
Christians! Not one of them, it is said, smokes, drinks 
spirituous liquors, plays cards, or attends questionable 
plays. God grant that no teacher may be sent to them 
who would undermine their faith in God’s Word, for it 
is that Word which is becoming more and more the 
guide and ground of hope of these soldiers. 


KIKUNGSHAN, SoutH Honan, CHINA. 
we 


When the Radio “ Prayed” 


Tee young children recently dropped in at the 
home of some friends, in'a New Jersey town, while 
a radio set there was receiving, through an amplify- 
ing horn, a sermon by Dr. Clarence Edward Macart- 
ney. They listened with deep interest. After a few 
minutes Dr. Macartney said, “Let us pray.” The lit- 
tle children, without a moment’s hesitation, although 
grown people were ‘near and listening also, dropped 
to their knees, closed their eyes, and folded their 
hands in reverent worship while the prayer continued. 
It was a deeply impressive incident to those who 
watched. 


Colonels, Majors, and staff officers sat - 












































Lesson for August 26 
Barnabas the Great-Hearted 








Girls’ Problems of To-day 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 




















Questions for answer, and other communications, 
tay be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. No 
names or addresses or identity will be published in 
The Sunday School Times; and if questions are too 
personal for an answer in these columns, Mother 
Ruth will be glad to reply individually if possible, 
if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: I am a Christian girl, twenty-seven 
years of age, and have been employed as stenographer 
for a large corporation ten years. While I go about doing 
my work to the best of my ability, and apparently enjoy- 
ing ‘it, at heart I am dissatisfied and become weary of the 
monotony of the work. 

I have never had what may be termed a “sweetheart”; 
but several years ago a young Christian man came into 
my life, whom I learned to love, although he was not aware 
of it I am sure. As he lives several miles from the city, 
I see very little of him. 

I have prayed to God about my life, seeking his will, as 
I often long to marry a Christian man and have a family 
of my own, although I am blessed with good parents. 

What would you advise me to do to overcome this dis- 
satisfaction and unrest that comes over me? Practically 
all my friends are married, and I feel lonesome for com- 
panionship.—_YOUR CHRISTIAN FRIEND. 

M* DEAR CHRISTIAN FRIEND, there is a rea- 

son why you are hungering for another kind of 
life, and I would advise you to take up the matter very 
seriously. Somehow, the thought uppermost in answer- 
ing your letter is pray! pray! pray! 

You know you can pray and talk to God, and you 
can also cry to him. Sometimes we are lazy, and lack 
intensity and earnestness when we go to God. We 
need to so want (underscore that so) that we will 
wrestle, as Jacob of old, to reach the pinnacle of suc- 
cess in prayer. I fear when we get home to Heaven, 
we shall find many prayers were not answered because 


-we did not hold on to God and let faith be victorious 


in us. 
Exert yourself in prayer, and lift up your heart to 
him, and he will not:fail you! The Psalmist said 
(138: 3), “In the day when I cried thou answeredest 
me,” and again (Psa. 34:6, 17), “This poor man cried, 
and the Lord heard him, and saved him out of all hig 
troubles.” Read and study that whole Psalm. 
Somehow, I feel you are troubled with a lethargy 
that must be broken. Your desires are natural, pure, 
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and, I believe, are given of God, but exercise your 
faith and prayer life, so He can fulfill in you the 
thing he wants to work for you and in you. But get 
in deep earnest, and bring to pass through God the 
change he wants. I am sure he does not want you to 
walk on joylessly and in a monotonous way. God does 
not use us as pieces of machinery. He is Lire! If 
he is dwelling in us there is great joy in the path we 
are treading. 

I wish you would read the little oot. “Kept for 
the Master's Use,” by Frances Ridley Havergal. It 
has a precious message for you. It can be had in 
many editions, and in almost any large bookstore. 

One thing more, you are going, to meet your greatest 
foe when you start to overcome this condition. The 
devil will thwart you, if he can, but persist. I expect 
to hear of your success in Christ, our Deliverer. 


Dear Mother Ruth: I am awfully disappointed in a Chris- 
tian woman I know. She has told real lies, and I am so 
hurt to think she would do such a thing that I just wanted 
to write and ask you if you think a woman who will do that 
is a Christian. 

I have loved this woman very much, and looked up to 
her, and really have been trying to copy her. I am so 
disappointed!—DISAPPQINTED GIRL. 

Y DEAR GIRL, “Lying lips are an abomination to 

the Lord.” I am so ‘pleased that you have no 
time for lips of that kind! But, my dear, I am not 
so sure that you are not mistaken, and how can I tell 
that you are? I do not know, I only want you to be 
sure of your ground before you lay this heinous sin 
at any one’s door. 

Then let us suppose that you have made no mistake, 
what are you to do? Did you love your ideal for her 
perfections? Do you not see there is only one who 
is to be our pattern? We must take our eyes off 
people and center them on Christ, or else we shall be 
disappointed continually. 

I could not say that one found in such sin was not 
a Christian, but I can say, if so sinning hurt you, how 
do you think your Lord felt? And what can you do 
to help your friend overcome such a fault? i fear 
it will be hard to get her to see she has lied, but if you 
can; much is gained. Then pray for her, and let her 
know you are praying for her, and if you can’t talk 
to her of it, you can talk to God about it, and in that 
way work wonders for your friend. 

It is marvelous what God can work for us, in others, 
if we will only ask him to do it. Get to the place 
where you take “everything to the Lord in prayer.” 
Literally, everything! Then these fallen idols: will not 
influence you so much, and you can always look away 
to your fixed star, Jesus Christ. 
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IVING miles from a‘ church and having no ade- 
L quate conveyance, we are forced to attend al- 

most wholly to our children’s religious instruc- 
tion at home. Aside from the good derived from 
contact with other children, it often seems as if they 
are better off; for they seem to learn more and re- 
member it better than when it has been possible to 
take,them to Sunday-school. 

We have five children, the oldest ten years of age. 
Of course, the baby takes no part in our exercises, 
except to serve as an illustration. After the necessary 
work is out of the way, we take our Bibles — even 
the four-year-old has one, so he need not feel left out 
—and sit down in our cozy living-room. We repeat 
in concert the names of the books of the Bible and 
answer questions like, “How many historical?” “Who 
wrote Proverbs?” “Which are the books of poetry?” 
and the like. Then we have an exercise in finding 
quickly the book named. We read—reciting as 
soon as learned—the Commandments, Beatitudes, 
love chapter (1 Cor. 13), Twenty-third Psalm, First 
Psalm, and any other Scripture we may be learning. 

Then we open our Bibles to the place where we left 
off last Sunday. Mother tells the Bible story, 
glancing at the page to refresh her memory, occa- 
sionally reading the most impressive part. The ‘tell- 
ing holds attention bétter than simply reading, and 
gives opportunity for questions from the children 
and remarks bearing upon. the subject. The frequent 
reading of. passages gives the children the beauty of 
the Bible tanguage and its phraseology, and. familiar- 
izes them: with many verses: which will cling -to ‘their 
memory. During ‘the reading they follow it in: their 
own’ Bibles. ‘Sometimes ~only one subject — as: the 
plagues’ of ‘Egypt — occupies the entire time. ‘Some- 
times’ we ‘pass: rapidly over a number. of - events. 
Thete-are-always questions about: what we: have:al- 
ready' had, and ‘it is surprising: to. see how. well it ‘is 
remembered. Moses and -Joseph and Rachel are ‘bet- 
ter known than George Washington .and General 
Grant. 

Then we stedy the geography of Palestine. We 


have a large map, such as comes on the picture rolls 
‘used by Sunday-schools. We point out any place 
mentioned in what we have read, and show the po- 
sition of other places, stating some fact about each, 
as, for instance, “Nazareth, where Jesus lived when 
he was a boy,” “Jericho, where the walls fell down 
when they blew the trumpets.” We take paper and 
rencils and draw maps of Palestine while we sing the 
“Palestine Song,” which begins: 

“First the line on coast we make, 

Merom next, a marshy lake,” 


(“Bible Study Songs,” Pilgrim Press, Boston, Mass., 
40 cts., not postpaid), and which names other waters, 
many cities, and mountains. We have a small sand 
box, in which we sometimes “build” Palestine. 

Besides the geography we study the history of the 
Holy Land in Bible times. We use small leaflets 
which divide the history into different thousands of 
years, represented by arches... We learn what were 
the principal events and who the principal persons 
of each division, drawing the arches and putting 
initials to show these facts. 

We play Bible games. We have a number of very 
good ones, like “Who Knows the Bible?” but the fa- 
verites are our own invention. For one, we distribute 
small cards bearing the names of Bible characters or 
places. One child turns over a card and Calls out 
the name. The next on the left must state a fact 
concerning -the name.. If he cannot, the next tries. 
The one who succeeds takes the card, and the second 
child in the circle has the. next turn. 

Another game is “Bible Come as I Come.” One gives 
the first letter of the name of a place or person, and 
the rest try to guess it. -There are very few of some 
letters and an. astonishing-number of some others. 

A very popular game is “Seeing Palestine,” which 
we invented:. We use a large map of Palestine and 
start ‘at Joppa, using fancy collar buttons for trav- 
elers. A pointer which whirls on a card tells us how 
_ far -we may;.go.. A line drawn from Joppa through 
Jerusalem, Bethlehem; and about thirty other places 
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gives the route, which ends at Joppa, after crossing 
Jordan, going north to Mt. Hermon and Mt. Lebanon, 
and back toward the south on the west of Jordan. 
At whatever place the pointer allows us to stop, we 
have to tell something concerning it or go back to 
Joppa for a new start. 

Of course, not all these things are done every Sun- 
day, but we choose different games and vary our 
program to suit our needs. 

In the evening, every day, we take our Testaments 
and read a chapter, turn about, two verses each. The 
children ask questions, and we answer as best we can. 
The Sunday School Times is a great help, and it is 
often surprising to see how timely the help is. For 
instance, one night the question was asked concerning 
the Apostles’ Creed, “What does ‘descended into hell’ 
mean?” The next ‘day came an article on that very 
subject, in “Notes on Open Letters.” 

After our Testament reading, all the children get 
ready for bed. Each repeats a little prayer, often 
adding something’ of his own, and after mother’s 
prayer all say “Our Father” together, and end with 
“The Apostles’ Creed.” 

Although this sounds rather elaborate, it does not 
take so very long, and it is worth while. The chil- 
dren are learning what will be of value all their lives, 
and can never be taken from them. We use the daily 
verses of the Bible Success Band Booklet. We find it 
easier to learn a number of verses in one day and 
recite them together for all the days, than to try only 
a verse every new day. We seem to remember them 
better—Mrs. Richard R. Clemence, R. F. D. 1, Che- 
pachet, R. 1 
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Using The Sunday School Times 
in the Philippines 


Ba me tell you how The Sunday School Times 
is made to do double service. When I was pack- 
ing my belongings, preparatory to leaving the States 
for the Philippines, I decided to take my file of The 
Sunday School Times with me. At the time it did 
not occur to me that I would have any use for the 
papers save to re-read many of the helpful articles. 

When I arrived in the Philippines, I was at once 
reminded that in the foreign field the Native Church 
uses the same Sunday-school lessons that were used 
in the States the year before. This makes it possible 
for the folks at home to send their Sunday-school 
literature to the missionaries in another part of the 
world. 

How glad I was that I had brought my file of The 
Sunday School Times! I file the copies of one month, 
folding them once, and write the name of the month 
and year at the right hand side. This makes them 
very accessible. 

May I: say to the readers of the Times that if you 
want your copies of the Times to do double service, 
please file them and send them to your friends in the 
foreign fields. Send them in small bundles and by 
mail rather than by express, as this has been found 
the best way to send literature. 

This will not only provide English Sunday-school 
lessons for those who can read English (there are 
many such in the Philippines), but also will place in 
the hands of many who are now hearing the Gospel 
for the first time a periodical that is true to God’s 
Word.—The Rev. C. E. Rettew, San Fernando, Union 
Province, Philippines. 

Me 


Teaching Atonement with Chemicals 


And the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us 
from all sin (1 John 1: 7). 


AKE a few drops of tincture of iron with a 

pinch of nut gall powdered, put into a bottle, which ' 
represents sin,— black. Then, taking a glass of clean 
water, to represent a child’s life, drop a drop of the 
liquid in bottle into the glass, and call each drop 
some sin, unt!] the glass contains a black liquid also. 

At this point you may show that beauty cannot help 
of change it, by dropping the petals of flowers into the 
glass, or that money cannot help, by dropping into it 
some coins. Another bottle must have been prepared, 
into which you have placed oxalic acid (a good strong 
solution). In this bottle of solution pour some red 
ink until it has become red, and now you are ready 
for the remedy representing the Blood, which, as 
soon as intrcduced into the glass, takes out the 
black, leaving only the evidence of the red cleansing 
fluid. Should you wish to carry this farther, this 
Scripture may be introduced: “For sin shall not have 
domin‘on over you” (Rom. 6:14). Again you pour 
into:that glass from the black bottle, but it remains 
red—Thomas H.. Broad, pastor First Brethren . 
Church, Fillmore, Cal. = } 


What are the principles back of prevailing prayer? 
What is the secret of power in prayer? -Henry W. 
Frost gives us the answer in his studies of Old 
Testament saints’ in “Men -Who Prayed” (The 
poy School Times Co., Philadelphia, $1.50, post- | 
paid { 












The Lesson Pilot 
By Howard A. Banks 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 


son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 
of certain paragraphs in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 


Getting Started in Class 
HE Communistic Manifesto was put forth in 
1847 by Karl Marx and Friedrich Engles. It 
proclaimed war against capital. Although labor 
unionism has since then come to be as effective a force 
as “capitalism,” the adherents of Marx have multi- 
plied in every land; and Communism has had its op- 
portunity in Russia to show what it can do, under the 
form of Bolshevism. The Philadelphia North Amer- 
ican has been publishing a number of eye-opening 
editorials on the subject since the beginning of the 
year under the general title of “Abolishing God and 
the Family” or “The Red War on Religion and the 
Home”; and this paper summarizes the results of the 

experiment in Russia thus: 

Extinction of democracy and enthronement of an armed 
minority ostensibly representing the industrial workers; 
disfranchisement of the masses of the people and their re- 
duction to political servitude; vigorous suppression of free 
speech, free assemblage and a free press; maintenance of 
the unnatural despotism by force,\ fraud, and terrorism. 
The economic effects are seen in a fertile land smitten with 
famine; in languishing agriculture, disrupted transporta- 
tion and paralyzed industry; in progressive impoverish- 
ment unrelieved by a single constructive achievement. The 
outstanding social results have been the strangling of 
national and civic spirit; the degradation of individual and 
community life; the perverting of education; epidemics of 
preventable disease; venomous persecutions of religion, 
and destruction of the moral standards accepted by en- 
lightened civilization. 


Barnabas was an outstanding member of a Com- 
munist community, that of the Jerusalem church just 
after Pentecost. But that Communist community was 
made up of Spirit-filled Christians. It should never 
be confused with modern Communism. It is hard to 
believe that this community was a “mistake,” as one 
commentator calls it, for no other aggregation of 
Christians in history seem ever to have been so dom- 
inated by the “mind of Christ.” 


in the Golden Age’ —the millennium. It began to 
be broken up by the sin of covetousness as exhibited 
by Ananias and Sapphira, and the New Testament 
never enjoins that it should be re-established. 

Our Background Material 

The undesigned coincidences of the Bible narrative 
are continually in evidence to prove its accuracy. The 
record in Acts does not state any reason for Barna- 
bas’ coming forward to vouch for Paul to the sus- 
picious disciples at Jerusalem (Acts 9: 26, 27) or for 
his volunteering to go after Paul when an evangelist 
was needed to help in the Antioch revival (Acts 11: 
25,26). But we know from Cicero’s writings that 
Cyprus, the country of Barnabas, formed one Roman 
province with Cilicia, the country of Paul, of which 
Tarsus, his native city, was the capital. It is not 
impossible that they were schoo!-fellows in Tarsus, 
and that they may have later sat together at the feet 
of the great teacher Gamaliel at Jerusalem. 

Barnabas was clearly possessed of a kindly disposi- 
tion, and in personal appearance must have been tall 
atid big-boned, as the Lystraites mistook him for the 
god Jupiter come down to earth (Acts 24: 8-12; Dr. 
Thomas, I, 4). 


The Lesson Itself 

Using the teaching principle of concentration will be 
best for the study of this very useful man in the his- 
tory of the early church, Barnabas (Dr. Ellis}, and in 
order to show how his life and service exemplified the 
meaning of his name (Dr. Thomas, I, 1). When it 
is considered that the Jews, under Old Testament 
teaching, were to expect possessions — temporal gfros- 
perity—as the evidence of God's blessing, it is re- 
markable to note how completely these sons of Israel 
have adjusted themselves to the new dispensation of 
which spiritual blessing under persecution is to be the 
characteristic. Only the Holy Spirit could have 
wrought such a change (Mrs. Askew, 1; Round-Table, 
1). 

Barnabas was a good judge of men. His own life 
had been revolutionized by the Gospel, and he saw 
that the same thing was true of Paul. When the dis- 
ciples at Jerusalem feared to receive the former per- 
secutor of the church, it was Barnabas who “took him 
by the hand” (Dr. Thomas, I, 2; Mrs. Askew, 2) and 
led him into the fellowship of the church. Comment- 
ing upon the incident in his book, “Paul’s Compan- 


Another commenta- | 
tor calls it “a foregleam of Utopia as it will be realized 
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LESSON 9. AUGUST 26. BARNABAS THE GREAT-HEARTED 
Acts 4: 36, 37; 9: 26-30; If : 19-30; 12:25; 13:1 to 15: 12, 35-41; Gal. 2: 13 
Golden Text.—He was a good man, and full of the Holy Spirit and of faith.—Acts 11: 24 
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Devotional Rgodigg: Fool 96 : 1-10. 
Primary Topic: Ba and Paul Tell About Jesus. 
sson Material: Acts 14: 8-18. 
Memory Verse; We... tier you good tidings.—Acts 14: 15. 
Junior Topic: How Barnabas Helped the Church 
Lesson Material : Acts 4: 36, 37; 11 :,19-30. 
ay vee : Ace 11: +, 7 <4 te 
Topic for Vise Posste pegtona Christian Characteristics 
ustrated by Barnabas. : 











The portion of the text indicated ty the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
Acts 4: 36, 373 I: 19-30. 

4:36 And Joseph, who by the apostles was surnamed 
Barnabas (which is, being interpreted, Son of + exhortation), 
a Levite, a man of \Cyprus by race, 37 having a field, sold 
it, and brought the money and iaid it. at the apostles’ feet. 
11: 19 They therefore that were scattered abroad upon the 
tribulation that arose about Stephen travelled as far as 
Phoenicia, and Cyprus, and Antioch, speaking the word to 
none save only to Jews. 20 But there were some of them, 
men of Cyprus and Cyrene, who, when they were come 
to Antioch, spake unto the *Greeks also, * preaching the 
Lord Jesus. 21 And the hand of the Lerd was with them: 
and a great number that believed turned unto the Lord. 
22 And the report concerning them came to the ears of 
the church which was in Jerusalem: and they sent forth 
Barnabas as far as Antioch: 23 who, when he was come, 
and had seen the grace of God, was glad; and he exhorted 
them all, ‘that with purpose of heart they would cleave 
unto the Lord: 24 for he was a gosd man, and full of the 
Holy Spirit and of faith: and much people was added unto 
the Lord. 25 And he went forth te Tarsus to seek for 
Saul; 26 and when he had found him, he brought him unto 
Antioch. And it came to pass, that even for a whole year 
they were gathered together ° with the church, and taught 
much people; and that the disciples were called Christians 

first in Antioch. 

27 Now in these days there came down prophets from 
Jerusalem unto Antioch. 28 And there stood up one of 
them named Agabus, and signified by the Spirit that there 
should be a great famine over all *the world: which came 
to pass in the days of Claudius. 29 And the disciples, 
every man according to his ability, determined to send 
Trelief unto the brethren that dwelt in Judea: 30 which 
also they did, sending it to the elders by the hand of 
Barnabas and Saul. 

1Or, consolation See Lk. 2. 25; ch. 9. 31; 15. 31; 2 Cor. 

1. 3-7, in the Gr. 2Many ancient authorities read 

Grecian Jews. See ch. 6. 1. %Gr. bring good tidings 

of *Some ancient authorities read that they would 

cleave unto the purpose of their heart in the Lord. 
®Gr. in. ®Gr. the inhabited earth. *Gr. for ministry. 

Comp. ch. 6. 1. 

American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








ions” (Geo. H. Doran Co., New York, $1.25 net), Dr. 
David J. Burrell says that when John Hus of Bo- 
hemia was on his way to prison, wearing a yellow 
cap covered with devils and hooted at by the jostling 
crowd, he felt a friendly hand finding its way into 
his. The night before his execution the martyr wrote, 
“God bless John of Chlum for that right hand of his.” 

This “Son of Encouragement” was the very one 
needed to .meet a new situation, the outbreaking re- 
vival at Antioch. He proved the wisdom of his choice, 
in his feelings, deeds, and exhortations, and also in 
recognizing that the work was growing beyond the 
capacity of one man-and in sensing that Paul would 
be the man extra needed for the emergency (Mrs. As- 
kew, 3, 4; Dr. Thomas, I, 3). 

Barnabas was apparently still the leader of the_two 
during the first missionary journey. Luke reports 
no doubt the exact words of the Holy Spirit when He 
said, “Separate me Barnabas and Saul,” Barnabas be- 
ing thus named first by God the Third Person of the 
Trinity (Acts 13:2). Ged was thus spreading the 
Gospel which Christ had said wzs to be preached in 
all the world (Dr. Thomas, I, 4; Mrs. Askew, 5). 
They went forth on that missionary journey with 
“everything but money,” for Barnabas. had given all 
his away, and it is probable that Paul had been strip- 
ped of his birthright when he accepted Christ” (Phil. 
4: 16-18). 

Barnabas had further fellowship and service witlr 
Paul in bringing back to Antioch the news of liberty 
in Christ as settled at the Jerusalem Council (Dr. 
Thomas, I, 5). 

It is sad—that quarrel—that “paroxysm” (Acts 
15:30) — which led to the separation from each other 
of Barnabas and Paul (Dr. Thomas, I, 6). It is 
difficult to believe that Barnabas could be guilty of 
mere nepotism in wishing to take his nephew Mark 
along. Mark eventually justified Barnabas’ faith in 
him. And yet Paul had good reasons for his distrust 
of the young deserter. Is it possible that neither 
sought the Holy Ghost’s direction for this second 
missionary venture, as they did at the first? Then 
the Holy Spirit himself selected the men. Now Paul 
says, “Let us” (Acts 15:36). And*the result is sep- 
aration from each other. 





Barnabas drops out of the record from now on, 
but God no doubt still used him, and Paul afterward 
speaks well of him (Dr. Thomas, I, 7). 


The Truth That is Golden 


There are many good men and women, but mere 
goodness is not all. -Barnabas was good plus, —he 
was good “and — full of the Holy Ghost and faith” 
(Dr. Thomas, in The Heart of the Lesson; Mr. 
Ridgway; Mr. Smith). The spiritual drought in the 
church to-day may be because it is just drifting along 
with a membership of good people in it. But let one 
or more of them be filled with the Holy Spirit and 
faith, and they become givers, and encouragers, and 
adjusters, and messengers of good, revival leaders, dis- 
coverers of the right men to do God’s work, and great 
missionaries (Family Worship for Thursday; the 
Cartoon). Let us ask God to do a deeper work in us. 
Teaching Points 

When a man is full of the Holy Spirit and power, 

he hears the voice of God directing him in all his 
work. “The Holy Ghost said” (Acts 13:2). 
_ As a Christian worker are you an introducer who 
is leading into God’s service those who may do a 
greater work than you are fitted to do? (Mrs. As- 
kew, 6). 

The first missionary journey sprang out of ministry 
and fasting (Acts 13:2). Is the lack of these hin- 
dering modern missionary journeys into the many ex- 
isting Regions Beyond? 

_ Satan’s efforts to block the Gospel only result in its 
increase (Round-Table, 2). 
Questions for Study and Discussion 

Why did Barnabas know Paul better than any of 
the other Christians at Antioch or Jerusalem? 

What were the outstanding points of Barnabas’ 
character? (Dr. Thomas, III, 8.) 

Should Paul and Barnabas have settled their dis- 
pute in the manner prescribed by our Lord? (Matt. 
18: 15-17.) 

PHILADELPHIA. 

we 


This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, B.D., Ph.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THE PRINCIPLE OF CONCENTRATION.—Organize 
the lesson around one central and important 
truth whenever possible. 











4 e<-y first mention of Barnabas gives us the key to 
his character he was generous. That he was 
outstanding in his generosity is shown by the fact 
that he is singled out by name among those who, 
having houses and lands, sold them and brought the 
price to the apostles. The only others named are the 
two who, probably wishing the reputation of Bar- 
nabas for generosity, were unwilling to pay the price, 
and were so terribly punished. But his generosity 
reached farther than his property, else he had not 
gone to such effort to have Saul of Tarsus accepted 
by the apostles, and later to bring him out of apparent 
obscurity at Tarsus into a prominence that was des- 
tined to overshadow his own. But there is never an 
evidence that he was envious. He was generous- 
spirited in reality. This is the real unselfishness. 
And even his sad controversy with Paul over John 
Mark may be cited as an evidence of this unselfish 
spirit. He sacrificed the fellowship of Panl for the 
sake of his young brother in order to give him an- 
other chance. It does not do justice to the true 
spirit of Barnabas to imply that he was arbitrarily 
trying to favor one who was his relative. Nor must 
we forget that he was generous in the giving of him- 
self. 

Perhaps this sort of giving is needed more than the 
giving of possessions. The record of Barnabas on 
earth is not as complete as that of Paul, but there 
is enough for us to know that he was not merely 
one who was generous that others might go on the 
missionary adventure, but that he went himself when 
the Spirit of God directed. Other men have cov- 
eted, and perhaps deserved, the tribute paid to Bar- 
nabas by the Golden Text, but complete generosity 
of spirit seems to partake of the second-mile religion, 
which so often does more than could be expected. 
Only the Spirit-filled man can hope for it, this 
generous-spirited goodness of Barnabas, 


Huntinopon, Pa, 











Lesson for August 26 
Barnabas the Great-Hearted 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





I. The Lesson’s Main Message 


HERE is nothing much more encouraging than 

the Clear teaching of the New Testament that 

there is room for all m the Church of Christ 

— there are “diversities of gifts” (1 Cor. 12: 4). 

he place of Barnabas in the early Church is a fine 
illustration of this truth. 


A New Spirit (Acts 4:36, 37). _The community 
of goods (2:44; 4:32) was still existing, though all 
along it was evidently only partial and voluntary, no 
one being expected, still less compelled, to take part 
(5:4). One of those who manifested this new and 
special spirit of love was a Levite from Cyprus, Joseph 
by name, who because of his outstanding influence 
with his fellow-believers had been surnamed “Son_of 
encouragement” or “exhortation” or “consolation.” 
This attitude of entire surrender of his possessions is 
put in marked contrast with the hypocrisy of Ananias 
and Sapphira (“but,” 5:1). (1) 


A New Problem (Acts 9: 26-30). The coming of 
the persecutor naturally perturbed those in Jerusalem 
who had not heard of what had happened and who 
were naturally suspicious that Saul might be only 
adopting a different method of persecution. But Bar- 
nabas “took him by the hand” (Greek) and gave a 
full explanation which at once solved the problem and 
opened the way for the new disciple to be received 
and welcomed as a fellow-Christian and a fellow- 
worker. (2) 


A New Situation (11: 19-30; 12:25). The exten- 
sion of the Church to the Gentiles was a real diffi- 
culty to the conservative believers at Jerusalem, but 
their choice of Barnabas was wise, for he would 
be at once large-hearted, as seen in his introduction 
of Paul, and cautious, because he was a Levite. On 
his arrival he quickly gauged the situation, and three 
things are mentioned. The late Bishop Ryle has a fine 
sermon on these: “what he saw’; “what he felt’; 
“what he said” (11:23). But the. work soon proved 
beyond his powers, and he sought out a bigger and 
abler man than himself, thus again illustrating the title 
of the lesson (v. 25). Then for a year the two worked 
together and a great work developed. When special 
need arose in Jerusalem, Barnabas and Saul were ap- 
pofhted to convey the gifts and thereby show the 
practical fellowship of the young community (11: 30; 
12:25) with thé mother-church. (3) * 


A New Service (Acts, chaps. 13 and 14). The call 
of God came for a fresh development, the commence- 
ment of what we now call “foreign missions,” and the 
two chief teachers, Barnabas and Saul, were selected, 
commissioned, equipped, and by prayer dismissed. The 
two men were clearly fitted for each other in work 
for God. Fine service was rendered in various places 
(see the chapters), and at length they returned to 
Antioch to tell of what God had done through them 
(14: 26-28). Why was Barnabas called Jupiter (14: 
12), the chief god of the Greeks? Was it because 
he was physically taller and more impressive in ap- 
pearance? (4) 

A New Difficulty (chap. 15). The narrow Jewish 
Christians could not bear the idea of Gentiles enter- 
ing the Church on a level with themselves. They 
insisted that the Jewish gateway was the only one 
(15:1). The trouble was so great that the church 
at Antioch decided to send Barnabas and Paul to 
Jerusalem for a conference. As they journeyed they 
caused great joy by telling of thir experience on their 
missionary journey (chaps. 13 and 14), and at the 
conference their testimony was impressive and con- 
vincing (15:12). The outcome was Gentile freedom, 
and Barnabas with others conveyed this decision to the 
Christians at Antioch (15: 22-26).- The esteem felt 
for Barnabas is delightfully expressed (“our beloved,” 
v. 25). (5) ES 

A New Test (Acts 15: 36-39). When the proposal 
was made that Paul and Barnabas should visit the 
churches of the first missionary journey, the ques- 
tion of taking’ Mark caused difference and dissension. 
Both men maintained their respective positions, and as 
neither would give way, a parting was inevitable. Both 
were right in one respect and wrong in another. Paul 
was right in refusing to take one so weak and un- 
reliable as Mark on a tour certain to be full of diffi- 
culties. Barnabas was right in wanting to give his 
relative another chance to “make good.” But both 
were wrong in losing their tempers over it and quar- 
reling, for each was so apparently suited to the other 
that it was a thousand pities for them to be sundered. 
It would almost seem as though the Church sided 
with Paul (v. 40). When Christians have. conscien- 
tious differences they should “agree to differ” without 
doing violence to their character and testimony. (6) 
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A New Success (Acts 15:39; 1 Cor. 9:6; Col. 4: 
10; 2 Tim. 4:11). Paul’s severity and Barnabas’ 
leniency both worked for Mark’s good, and after a 
time with Peter (1 Peter 5:13) we find Mark event- 
ually with Paul and valued by him. The quarrel, too, 
was apparently made up, for Paul speaks kindly of 
his old friend (1 Cor. 9:6). It is not certain whether 
Galatians 2:y was before or after the Council (Acts 
15), but if after, it is another testimony to Paul’s 
thought about Barnabas. (7) 

Devotional Reading : Psalm 96: 1-10. (1) The call 
to praise, verses 1-3; (2) the reason for praise, verses 
4, 5; (3) the basis of praise, verse 6; (4) the char- 
acter of praise, verses 7-10. (Note the different ele- 
ments and-expressions of praise.) 

Books.—All commentaries on Acts, but especially 
Erdman’s (Westminster Press, Philadelphia, $1) ; 
Walker’s (Macmillan Co., New York, $1.60); and 
Pulpit Commentary (Funk and Wagnalls, New York, 
51 vols., $2.50 a vol.; sold only in sets). Barnabas, in 
Whyte’s Bible Characters (Fleming H. Revell Co., 
New York, $1.25) ; and, if it can be obtained, a help- 
ful English book, “Barnabas; or The Great Renuncia- 
tion,” by Ryley (Religious Tract Society, London). 


Il. The Graded Topics 

1. Intermediate and Senior: How Barnabas Showed 
His Generous Spirit. In every life three elements are 
included: what a man does; what he is; and how he 
has become what he is and does what he does. Barna- 
bas’ inner disposition (the second of these) consists 
of four elements: (1) He was open-minded (9: 27; 
11:23). (2) He was clear-sighted (11:25). (3) 
He was large-hearted (4:36, 37; 11:25). (4) He 
was true-spirited (humility) (8) 

2. Young People and Adults: Christian Character- 
istics Illustrated by Barnabas. (1) Consecrating pos- 
sessions (4:36). (2) Removing difficulties (9:27). 
(3) Helping believers (11:23). (4) Getting workers 
(11:25). (5) Winning souls (11:24). (6) Encour- 
aging weak ones (15:39). 


Ill. The Heart of the Lesson 


The Golden Text gives us the secrets of Barnabas’ 
fine life: 


1. The Stream —“a good man.” 
2. The Source —“full of the Holy Ghost.” 
3. The Channel — “faith.” 


IV. Leading Questions 
Mina was Joseph surnamed Barnabas by the Apos- 
tles : . 

Contrast the characters of Paul and Barnabas, and 
show how one was the complement of the other. 

Why was Barnabas a suitable choice for the mis- 
sion to Antioch? 

On what occasions did Barnabas prove he was 
“great-hearted” ? 

Can we trace any possible weakness in Barnabas? 
(Gal. 2: 13.) 

PHILADELPHIA. 








Lesson Calendar 


. July 1.—John the Baptist. (May be used with Temper- 
ance Applications.) Matthew 3:1-17; 11: 2-15; Mark 
6 : 14-29; Luke 1 : 5-80; John 1 : 6-37. (A Survey of the 
Life of John the Baptist.) 

2. July 8.—Mary, the Mother of Jesus ...Matthew 1 : 18 to 

2:12; 12: 46-50; Luke 1 : 26-56; 2: 1-52; John 2: 1-11; 
19 : 25-27. (A Survey of the Life of Mary, the Mother 
of Jesus.) 

3. July 15—Simon Peter ...John 1 : 35-42; Matthew 4: 18- 
22; 14: 28-31; 1731-13; Luke §: 1-10; 22 : 31-34, 54-62; 
John 18:10, 11; 20: 1-10; 21 : 1-23; Acts 2:1-5, 42; 8: 
14-25; 9:32 to 12:19; *1§°: 7-11; Galatians 2: 1-11. (A 
Survey of Simon Peter’s Life.) 

. July 22—John the Apostle ...Mark 1 : 16-20; 3:17; Luke 
9: 49-56; John 13 : 21-25; 19 : 26, 27; 21 : 20-23; Acts 4: 
13-20; Revelation 1:9. (A Survey of the Life of John 
the Apostle.) 

. July 29.—Matthew the Publican 

- Matthew 9: 9-13; Luke 5 : 27-32 

6. August 5.—Mary Magdalene 

Luke 8: 1-3; Matthew 27:55, 56; John 19:25; 20: 1-18 
7- August 12.—Martha and Mary 
Luke 10: 38-42; John 11:1 to 12:8; Mark 14: 3-9 

August 19.—Stephen the Martyr .Acts 6:1 to 8 : 3; 22: 20 

. August 26.—Barnabas the Great-Hearted ...... Acts 4: 
36, 37; 9 : 26-30; 11 : 19-30; 12:25; 13:1 to 15:12, 35-41; 
Galatians 2 : 13 

10. September 2.—Paul the Apostle ...... Acts 7:54 to 8:3; 

9 2 I-31; IL : 25-30; 13 to 28; Philippians 3 : 4-14 

ur, September 9.—John Mark ...Acts 12: 12, 25 to 13: 13; 15: 

36-40; Colossians 4:10; 2 Timothy 4:11; 1 Peter 5: 
13 
12. September 16.—Luke, the Beloved Physician.Luke 1 : 1-4; 
Acts 1 : 1-5; 16: 9-18; Colossians 4 : 14; 2 Timothy 4:11 


_ 


— 


wn 
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13. September 23.—Timothy, a Good Minister of Christ Jesus 
Acts 16:1-3; Philippians 2: 19-22; 2 Timothy 1 : 1-6; 
3°14 I§ 

14. September 30.—Review: 

Great Men and Women of the New Testament 
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The One-Minute Mission Talk 


By Mrs. Homera Hodgson 


USE and think what would be the result to God's 
work and the progress of missions if every Chris- 
tian landowner followed the example of Barnabas. 
And why not? Have they not the same God to 
recompense them and provide for their families? And 
have we not a more urgent call than ever before? 
The population of heathen lands is said to be two 
-hundred times greater than it was in those early days 
of Christianity, and instead of the Church expending 
two hundred times more effort, she rather does two 
hundred times less than in apostolic days. Is it not a 
burning shame that those who bear God’s name can 
hoard up for their own pleasure that wealth which 
could scatter the word of Life among a thousand or a 
million dying souls? 

The surplus money and the real estate investments 
that are mere hobbies of the wealthy Christians surely 
would —if turned into Gospels — evangelize the world 
and hasten the return of Christ. Barnabas! O Bar- 
nabas, come back and preach to us in this cold-hearted, 
self-absorbed age! Nay, rather, pray that the Lord 
of Barnabas will enlarge our hearts like his, and cause 
us to run in the way of the saints of old (see Psa. 
119: 32; Mark 10: 21). 

Nracara FAtts, Can. 


« 
The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Big Job.—For he was a good man, and full .of 
the Holy Spirit and of faith (11:24). Between Op- 
timist and Pessimist, the difference is droll. The Op- 
timist the doughnut sees. The Pessimist the hole. I 
used to blame that on Bert Pond, the Y. M. C. A. 
man, and he blames it on the Corner. This pome 
does not suggest itself because the Corner considers 
either Mr. Tarsus or John Mark a “nut” or “doughy” 
in any way —quite the contrary. Barnabas was so 
built he thought good of every one. Or as you fel- 
lows say, “He knew a good thing when he saw it.” 
The good man is the easiest of men to be imposed 
upon. He thinks everybody else is good and is in 
consequence the victim of every scamp and deadbeat 
that runs. We mean, of course, that Barnabas was 
an optimist because he was a Spirit-filled man, a faith- 
filled man, a God man, or as the text spells a g-double- 
o-d— good man. This text says pretty much all there 
is to say about a full-orbed man. What a text for 
your tombstone if you can meet the specification. 
Speaking of doughnuts as we came in, the editor of 
the Philadelphia North American says the reason the 
Salvation Army made such a hit with the doughboys 
by their doughnuts was because the doughboy through | 
the dough hole “saw home.” And let me tell you folks 
a fellow in a strange land needs to see home whether it 
is the old farm, or the cottage by the roadside, or the 
brick box or frame shack on the street, or the mansion 
in the park or the New Jerusalem, in order to become a 
real Optimist. Barnabas and Paul and John Mark were 
starting on their big job of showing the poor old wan- 
dering race the way back home. 


The Inspiration of Individuality.—When he had 
found him ... it came to pass, that even for a whole 
year they were... together (vs. 26, 27). Even though 
he had the best brains of his day Paul did not start 
right out to reform a wicked old world the next 
day after he left the mourner’s bench —as have done 
lots of new converts you and I could name. And a later 
slow down when the shine of newness had worn off and 
reforming had settled down to the long drag of real - 
work. It was very necessary that Paul should have 
some private lessons and the touch of a great and in- 
spiring personality. So God selected for him the man 
who was “Good.” Not only “good,” for that was not 
enough, but who was full, mark you, FULL, all the way 
to the top —couldn’t hold any more, of FAITH and the 
Hoty Spirit. Barnabas in that year was able to put 
the gentle finishing touches upon the peppery Pharisee. 
Take a bunch of well-winnowed brains and soak them 
for a year in a solution of Goodness, Faith, and the 
Holy Spirit, and you will always have a Pauline prod- 
uct. This is what we are thinking when we get off 
the Mark Hopkins-on-one-end-of-a-log and the Arnold- 
of-Rugby illustration. The Inspiration of Individuality 
would be my theme if I were a preacher. In the old 
days when art’was religion you will find each succeed- 
ing great painter dipped his brush into the soul of the 
Master artist with whom he served. “Somebody” was 
the pupil of “Somebody.” Have you ever noticed in 
the great galaxy of America’s literary succession how 
universally pure and clean every page from their pens? 
Before sending your boy or girl to college spend a 
little while around that College Campus and get a line 
on the “Barnabases” with whom Paul or Pauline is to 
Tes not only “a whole year,” but four whole years, 

) 

The Treasure.—Sending it to the elders by the 
hand of Barnabas and Saul (vy. 30). In those days 
money was not transferred by certified checks, bankers’ 
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drafts, or any other two-and-a-half by 
six-inch papyrus, but the “real stuff” had 
to be taken along. It was of first import- 
ance to be sure of your messenger. When 
there is a treasurer to select for anything 
you will notice it is usually done With 
great care. “Who is going to hold the 
bag?” is the question. And when Mr. 
Bag Holder is not in a position to se- 
lect himself, you must have noted that he 
is not often the “sporty” member, but 
the fellow who comes nearest the Barna- 
bas specification of verse 24. The speci- 
fication of the Optimist, as the fellow 
who suggested the title seems to have 
thought. The triune chap, as it were. 
Good — Optimistic — Religious. For Op- 
timism is Faith’s last name. Religion be- 
ing its Christian name! When you come 
among a crowd of companions blasé and 
sporty laugh (or rather weep), for none 
of that sort is likely ever to land in a 
place of trust or influence — or if he does 
so land his elastic way of life with its 
India-rubber thinking and its pop-gun 
performance will bounce him right out of 
the job again. There used to be a very 
big concern in one of our cities which 
was noted for the coarseness of its man- 
agement, the slowness of its pay, and the 
“general cussedness” of its way of doing 
business. The Treasurer, however, be- 
longed to Church. He was the only man 
in the organization anybody ~ believed. 
‘Folks who have little or no use for the 
Christian religion are very careful to put 
their money in the banks run by Pres- 
byterian elders, Methodist stewards, Bap- 
tist deacons, Episcopalian vestrymen, and 
other church officials. Well, I guess so! 
CoATESVILLE, Pa. 


7 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustra- 

tions for this department; one dollar is 

paid for each illustration accepted, and 
two dollars for the best one. each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything 
without first securing and reading carefully 
a leaflet explaining the conditions of this 
department. ‘The full list of the lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for 
ten cents in seamape. Failure to note the 
conditions means that ‘good iflustrations -are 
constantly having to be rejected by the edi- 
tors, which might otherwise be available. 

Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the 
date of the lesson. 

Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the osem text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 

Illustrations on other verses than the 
Golden Text are specially desired, though 
some on the Golden Text are also needed. 


Must We Always Give?—Having a 
field, sold it, and brought the money and 
laid it at the apostles’ feet (Acts 4:37). 


“For giving is living,” the angel said, 

“Go, feed to the hungry sweet charity’s 
bread.” 

“And must I keep giving again and again?” 

My selfish and querilous answer. ran. 


“Oh, no!” said the angel, piercing me 
through, 

“Just give till the Master stops giving to 
you.” 


—From a tract from the Los Angeles 
Bible House. Sent by J. B. James, To- 
ronto, Can. 


The Hole in His Purse.—Having a 
field, sold it, and brought the money and 
laid it at the apostles’ feet (v. 37). In 
our own state of Illinois we were called 
upon to give a missionary address. After 
the service the real estate dealer said that 
a hole was preached into his purse. Not 
a word had been said about. money, but he 
had heard God's call. He consulted with 
his family of ten children to find a way 
to have their own missionary in Africa. 
From the oldest to the youngest all agreed 
to a simpler life, without the luxuries 
they were accustomed to. Only the 
mother was worried. Could they really 
do.it?-.A lady worker was found and 
sent. Her monthly letters to the family 
were a much looked for blessing. On 
our second return from the field the first 
news we heard on reaching his town was 
that: the man’s business had increased so 
much that he felt. it would pay to. send 
a..second missionary, and his wife no 
longer doubted.—From God's Business 
Managers. Sent by Justina Jansen, Mt. 


Persecution’s Result.—They therefore 
that were scattered abroad upon the trib- 
ulation that arose about Stephen (v. 19). 
Satan no doubt thought that this scatter- 
ing would stop the progress of Chris- 
tianity, but instead God used it to spread 
the Gospel. It often happens thus. A 
Story is told by a zealous evangelist who 
was brought up a Catholic; he helped his 
uncle in his distributing store on the 
borders of Mexico. One day a large box 
came to them, and when it was_ opened 
it was found to contain Bibles. His 
uncle ordered them to be burned, but as 
wrapping paper was scarce he decided to 
utilize them for wrapping up the small 
parcels. These parcels were sent every- 
where, and the people who got them 
started to read the leaves of Scripture, 
with the result that before very long a 
Protestant church was built there. The 
clerks also read them out of curiosity, and 
so did the young man, and it was this 
that led him to enter the Christian min- 
istry —From The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by E. Hooey, Toronto, Can. Prise 
illustration. (2) 


“Killing” the Wheat.—They therefore 
that were scattered abroad upon the trib- 
ulation that arose about Stephen travelled 

. Speaking the word (v. 19). Per- 
secution, instead of stamping out be- 
lievers, has always added to their num- 
bers. When a blade of wheat springs up 
sometimes the wheat fly pierces it and 
lays its eggs within. Then the grubs 
come out and devour it all, but what at 
first seems fatal to its fruitfulness proves 
to be for its greatest good. By the death 
of the first shoot the new side feeders 
become more firmly established in the 
soil, and in the place of one ear, many 
are put forth—lrom the Sunday School 
Chronicle. Sent by the Rev. J. A. Clark, 
Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


Why “It” Failed.—Preaching the Lord 
Jesus (v. 20). A lady was lying danger- 
ously ill in the hospital. A clergyman 
had ‘been sent for, that-she might receive 
the sacrament at his hands. He came, 
and administered the rite, but it failed 
‘to’ give the desired relief. After the 
minister had left the sufferer turned to 
the occupant of the bed nearest her own 
and said in tones of sadness, “I thought 
it would have done me more geod.” Her 
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fellow-sufferer, an earnest Christian lady, 
quietly replied, “Ah! you don’t want it, 
you want Him.”—Sent by the Rev. J. A. 
Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


Are You a Lighthouse?7—He was a 
good man, and full of the Holy Spirit 
and of faith: and much people was added 
unto the Lord (v. 24). A holy life will 
produce the deepest impression. Light- 
houses blow no horns; they only shine. 
—From “The Life.of Dwight L. Moody.” 
Sent by Emma C. Fisk, Boonville, N. Y. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


After the Lesson.—He was just a little 
baby boy playing. on the floor of the sit- 
ting-room of his father’s beautiful home. 
“What a lively, vigorous little fellow he 
was! What exploring expeditions he 
took around. the-reom, and what risks he 
ran as he clambered up to the towering 
height of a chair,.or stood like a little 
conqueror on a footstool almost ten inches 
from the floor! 

His father watched him with thought- 
ful eyes, and then turning to a friend he 
said: “I am not concerned whether little 
Hovace grows up to be smart or wealthy 
or not, but I do hope he will be a good 
man.” Now, little Horace’s father is a 
man at the head of: a very large business, 
and his home is one of wealth. But 
speaking out of his heart to an intimate 
friend that father, who is an earnest 
Christian, as his heart goes out to his lit- 
tle bey longs that he may grow up to be 
good. 

Do we care enough about just that in 
these days when there are so many voices 
calling to us that say so very little about 
goodness? What would we like to have 
written of us after God has called us 
home? Would it make us very glad to- 
day to know that we should be remem- 
bered as Barnabas -was, ‘because “He was 
a good man, and full of the Holy Spirit 
and of faith”? If your name were writ- 
ten on the first blank on the board,. what 
would be said of you in the second? 

Have you yielded your life to the Lord 
Jesus through whom alone we can rightly 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Trying to walk in the steps of the 


Saviour.” 


“When we walk with the -Lord.” 
“Come, Holy Spirit.” 
“True-Hearted, whole-Hearted.” 
“Nearer, My God to Thee.” 
“I gave my life for thee.” 
“O Jesus, Thou art standing.” 
“We've a story to tell to the nations.” 
(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of. songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,”’ published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica® 
tion, Pittsbureh.) 
“All Earth To Him Her Homage Brings” 
(42:1, 3). Psalm 22: 27-31. 
“Better Than Silver and Gold” (240:1, 2). 
Psalm 19: 7-11. 
“God Loveth the Righteous” (224:1, 2, 4). 
Psalm 112 : 1-10. 
“Tell All the World” (192: 1, 2). 
Psalm 96: 1-7, 33. 
“The Sower” (261:1, 2). Psalm 126 : 3-6. 


For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


OTE.—It would seem as if next Sun- 
day’s story, “How Paul Became a 
Christian,” should precede to-day’s mis- 
sionary story, telling how Barnabas and 
Paul spread the good tidings about Jesus. 
Some general incidents about Barnabas 
and Paul seem neccessary to complete a 
story.- Some blocks on the sandboard or 
squares on the blackboard may be used in 
following their journey from Jerusalem 
through Antioch, Cyprus, the mainland, 
and return, without special emphasis on 
the names. ‘ 
Lesson Teaching.—Missionaries gladly 
tell the story of Jesus. 


Review.—Recall briefly how Stephen 
bravely. told the story of Jesus, and why 
St. Stephen’s Gate was named for him. 
Mention that a young man named Saul 
stood near and knew what happened to 
Stephen. 


Lesson Story.—A boy named Barnabas 
lived on the island of Cyprus. When he 
was a.man Barnabas lived in Jerusalem, 
where he met the friends and followers 
of Jesus and heard them preach. He be- 
came a friend of Jesus, too. These 
friends were so kind to one another that 
they shared what they had, so that none 
were in want. Barnabas. was so gener- 
ous that he sold a field of land and 
brought the money to the apostles to be 
distributed where there was need. Stephen 
was one of those who helped to distrib- 
ute, so Barnabas may have known_ him. 

Because of what happened to Stephen, 
many followers of Jesus became fright- 
ened and moved to other cities, some of 
them far away. One of those cities was 
Antioch, just across: the water from the 
island of Cyprus where Barnabas had 
lived. In Antioch the followers of Jesus 
met together. Some of them preached to 
Jews and Gentiles, who heard the good 
tidings gladly. Barnabas had stayed in 
Jerusalem. Because he was such a good 
man, he was chosen to go to Antioch to 
encourage the. followers of Jesus who 
-had been’ nicknamed Christians. Barna- 
bas found so much fo do, that he needed 
a helper. Before this he had met Saul 
and: they became great friends. Barna- 
bas went to Saul’s home city to ask him 
to come to Antioch to help him, which 
he did. For a year they worked together 
there. " 

After a while they planned to carry the 
good tidings to-the people on the island 
of Cyprus, where Barnabas had once 


t lived. They went in a ship. They visited 


several. places and won new friends and 
followers of: Jesus.. From the other end 
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Lesson for August 28 
Barnabas the Great-Hearted 


the mainland and preached in several 
cities. If there was a synagogue they 
talked to the people there, but many times 
they talked on the streets. Everywhere 
they won new friends and followers. 

In one city a man was sitting 
among those who listened. He never had 
walked. Saul noticed his earnest face, 
and knew that he had faith, so he looked 
straight toward him and said in a. loud 
voice, Stand up on your feet. The crowd 
was amazed to see the man stand up, 
jump, and walk. ‘They shouted, The gods 
have come down to us in the likeness of 
men. They called Barnabas and Saul 
by the names of their gods. The priest 
of Jupiter brought oxen, decorated with 
wreaths of flowers, and wanted to offer 
sacrifice to Barnabas and Saul. When 
they heard about it, they stood and cried 
out, Sirs, why do ye these things? We 
are men like you; we bring you good 
tidings about the living God, who made 
heaven and earth, the sea and all that 
lives in them. God gives you rain from 
heaven and fruitful seasons to fill your 
hearts with joy and gladness. 

Even then they could scarcely keep 
the people from making sacrifice to them. 
Some Jews had followed from other 
places, and stirred up some of-the peo- 
ple to believe that Barriabas and Paul 
were harmful men. They treated Paul in 
aimost the: same way that he had seen 
that other crowd treat Stephen. They 
threw stones at Paul, and dragged him 
s- their city, supposing that he was 

lead. 

As some of his friends stood by, griev- 
ing, Paul’s consciousness returned. He 
soon arose and went back into the city. 
The next day he was strong enough to 
continue his journey with Barnabas. They 
returned through several cities, until they 
reached the seashore and sailed in a ship 
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to Antioch, to report all about their trip 
to the friends who had sent them away as 
missionaries. 

Even to-day many other missionaries 


are bravely carrying the good tidings to. 


people who have not heard about Jesus. 
Mention one or more. 
“T want to send a whisper song 
Across the waters blue; 
And say to all the children there, 
Jesus loves you.” 
(Melodies, Leyda Publishing Co., Wapello, 
Iowa, 35 cts., postpaid.) 
Peoria, Itt. 
we 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


¢ 1, Barnabas, the great giver. 
2. Barnabas, who introduced Saul. 











NTRODUCTIONS play an important 

part in life oftentimes, where and when 
and how they occur. Great things are 
indicated by them; great changes follow 
them, 

Such an indication is the introduction 
Luke gives to Barnabas, in the book of 
the Acts of the Apostles (4: 36, 37). He 
first introduces us to one “Joseph who by 
the apostles was surnamed Barnabas” as 
a supreme example, among those giving 
Christians of that first church, of one 
who gave greatly, for he adds that this 
man, who though a Jew, a Levite, was a 
native of Cyprus, had “sold an éstate 
which he had, and brought the money 
and gave it to the apostles” (Weymouth, 
margin). The greatest giver of them all 
was this Joseph “son of Nabas,” for in 
addition to the gift of his land-holdings 
on the island of Cyprus he gave always 
and unstintedly of his great heart of love, 
and so they nicknamed him “Son of En- 
couragement,” (1), 

Follow him through Luke’s whole story 
—his only. biography, and every: time and 
everywhere you find him. whom we do 
not know save by his newly-given name, 
giving, ever giving! 

2. But the greatest gift Barnabas made 
to his Lord was when he gave the in- 
fluence of his good name and standing in 
the church to the new and greatly-feared 
convert,. Saul of Tarsus — when Barnabas 
introduced Saul! Read Acts 9: 26-30 and 
observe its immediate result — that this 
persecutor: of the church, professing a 
new faith in its Christ would have failed 
entirely in his first attempts to preach his 
new-found Christ to his old home city, but 
for Barnabas’ generous and ready giving 
of his assurance that this old enemy was 
now “one of them,” with a wonderful 
story to tell them of how he had become 
one with them, (2) 

Read. again Acts 11:19-30 and you 
find Barnabas again giving assistance — 
this time to the new church up in Antioch, 
Open-minded as he ever was, it was he 
whom the mother church in Jerusalem 
chose to go up to encourage and guide 
this great movement going on in the gay 
Roman city, and how generously he did 
it, being “delighted to see the grace which 
God had bestowed” on these one-time 
heathen, and “encouraging them all to re- 
main, with fixed resolve, faithful to the 
Lord.” And small wonder that with such 
a leader, “the number of believers in the 
Lord greatly increased” (Weymouth). (3) 

But Barnabas knew his limitations (be- 
ing Spirit-guided), so when the new 
church passed his capacity he “paid a 
visit to Tarsus” whither Saul had gone 
some seven years before, and tried to 
find this powerful man Saul. “He suc- 
ceeded,” too,. “and brought Saul to Anti- 
och,” where for a whole year they two 
together attended the nieetings and taught 
many people, so well that it was in Anti- 
och, a heathen city, that the disciples were 
first called Christians, Christ-followers. 
(4) 

Had he done no more, Barnabas, like 
Andrew who brought the great Peter to 
Christ, would have served his day and 
generation well in introducing Saul to 
the churches in Jerusalem and Antioch 





and in the giving of his all, in money, 
time, interest, ability, to their service. 
But there is a glorious record of his serv- 
ice, with Paul on that first missionary 
tour, when doubtless Barnabas direct 

that journey through his native island 
and thence up into the Greek colonies in 
which centered the wealth and culture of 
that day. How much Paul owed to Bar- 
nabas’ knowledge and judgment on that 
first journey of the Gospel on its way 
round the world we may not be able ex- 
actly to determine, but any fair reading 
of Acts 12:24 to 15:41 must reveal his 
large and loving giving of self, his faith- 
ful stewardship which “placed no value 
on anything he possessed except in its 
relation to the kingdom of Christ.” (5) 

Your girls’ lesson in Barnabas’ life? 
Perhaps its quickest contact lies in the 
fact that he was the introducer of an- 
other who afterwards carried the king- 
dom’s work far beyond his own limita- 
tions. Maybe your Caroline cannot do 
what she calls very great things for God, 
but if Caroline knows Katherine and can 
be the link which couples the more gifted 
one to her service, who shall measure 
such a service? 

Great was the disappointment of a cer- 
tain mature woman who had at the elev- 
enth hour to decline an opportunity to 
teach Bible to a group of young people at 
a summer conference. But out of her 
disappointment came God’s own appoint- 
ment to such service of another, just a 
college graduate that year, whom she in- 
troduced in her- place, and who has since 
turned thousands of young hearts to their 
Lord, and who is now guiding hundreds 
of young lives in his service. Can’t you 
be such an introducer? (6) 


Home Study 


Make a list of those who were intro- 
ducers of others, afterwards great in 
God’s service. 


Decatur, GA, 
es 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Ciass 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: The Man Who Forgot Him- 
self. 


Discussion: Compare Danton, John the 
Baptist, Jonathan, and Barnabas; then 
show the supreme example in self-forget- 
ting, in Christ. 

Objective: The full life: 
self, filled with service. 


emptied of 











AY, fellows,. let us look into the treas- 

ure house of Barnabas, select one 
shining gem, and by that token name 
him The Man Who Forgot Himself. 

You recall in your history of the 
French Revolution how that intrepid 
fighter, Danton, said: “Perish the name 
of: Danton as long as France is saved!” 
A man can forget himself in his zeal for 
his nation’s cause. It is splendid, but 
many have done it. You have been 
thrilled by Jonathan’s magnanimous spirit 
when he stripped himself of his prince’s 
armor and gave it to David (1 Sam. 18: 
3, 4), and when later he said: “Thou shalt 
be king .. . and I shall be next unto thee” 
(1 Sam. 23:17). This is praiseworthy, 
but thousands have voluntarily stepped 
aside to make place for heroes who have 
won their spurs. You have marveled at 
the humility of John the Baptist, who in 
the. high tide of his success as a preacher 
pointed to another and said, “He must 
increase, and I must decrease.” 

The self-forgetting of Barnabas is 
something rare. He forgot himself for 
others, who ac the time were far lower 
down in the scale than he was. Barna- 
bas seemed to throw away his own gold, 
in order that the tin of others might be- 
come diamonds. Wherever you find Bar- 
nabas in those few chapters of Acts 
which mention his doings he, like Sir 
Bartle, is “helping somebody.” And it is 
always somebody worse off than he is, 
and very specially needing just the kind 
of help Barnabas could give. 

Our first glimpse of The Man Who 
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Forgot Himself is where he turns over 
his money, the proceeds of the sale of 
his land, to the church to feed the poor 
(Acts 4:37). Barnabas first emptied 
himself of his money, if that was to be 
a handicap in his program of self-forget- 
ting. Next we find hii, at the risk of 
his own good standing among the apos- 
tles, pleading the cause of Saul, for- 
merly the great enemy of the Christian . 
faith, now professing to be a changed 
man and wanting to be received into the 
fellowship of Christ's: followers. 

Nobody cared to trust. this Saul. He 
had been killing Christians; how could 
he now be actually. a disciple? There 
surely must be some trick in it (Acts 9: 
26, 27). But Barnabas believed Saul 
was sincere, he needed a friend, he de- 
‘served a friend. Enough said; Barnabas. . 
forgot himself in the interest of Saul 
— who came to be known as Paul the 
great Apostle. Then we find Barnabas 
championing the cause of the Antioch 
Gentiles, in the face of Jewish prejudice . 
(Acts 11: 22-24), and going again after 
Paul to bring him to Antioch and give 
him first place in the leadership of the 
church there, displacing himself (Acts 
11:25, 26) 

Next he is a bearer of relief contri- | 
butions to the famine sufferers of Judea . 
(Acts 11:29, 30); later setting forth 
with Paul upon a hazardous journey to 
carry the Gospel among hostile people and 
against intense Jewish opposition (Acts 
13:2). At last we find him separating 
himself from the victorious program of 
Paul that he might take out with him a 
young fellow who had made a mistake 
and wanted yet to make good, John Mark. 

Fellows, Barnabas was rare. It was 
because he followed the rarest and highest 
of all examples of self-forgetfulness, that 
of Christ. And when he emptied himself. 
of himself and his money and his per- : 
sonal ambition, his vision was unclouded 
and he could see values that others were , 
blind to. He became a great discoverer 
and a great promoter in’ the ‘very finest 
sense of those terms. 
service, he ‘was willing ‘to play second’ ’ 
fiddle. He forgot himself. 


“If. you can’t be a pine on the fop of the hill, — 
Be a scrub in the valley —but be 

The best little scrub on the side of the hill; 
Be a bush if you can’t. be a‘ tree. 


“We can’t all be captains; some have. to be . 
crew; , 
There’s something for all of us here; 
There’s big work to do, and there’s lesser 
to do, 
And the task we must do is the near. 


“If you can’t be'a highway, then just be a 
trail; 
If you can’t be a sun, be a star. 
It isn’t by size that you win or you fail— 
Be the BEST of whatever you are.” 


Greenssoro, N. C, 


Gye Sunday Scyool ines 


Philadelphia, August 11, 1923. 








Sukscription Rates 


_ The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United Statcs and 
Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and 
Shanghai, China. These rates include 
postage. 
4B 1 50 * Five or more copies, either to 
° separate addresses or in a 
package to one address, $1.50 each, per 


year. 
$2 00 One copy, or any number of 
° copies less than five, $2 each, 
per copy. One copy, five years, $8. 
In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
The Sunday School Times will be sent to | 
any of the countries embraced in the- Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the above rates plus 
so cents each for foreign postage. That is; 
one copy, one year, $2.50; five or more copies, 
either to separate addresses or in a package 
to one address, $2 each per year. 


The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
31 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


To. render his best | 





















What’s in a Name? 








“TIMES have changed since the Bard of Avon put 
his famous query, ‘‘What’s in a name?” In 
Shakespeare's day the most successful merchant was 
the biggest skinflint. His name meant nothing. You 
entered his shop with your eyes open. and. your 
fingers crossed. You haggled and you bargained. 
And if you were —r" astute, perhaps you 
retained your eye teeth. 


Modern business ideals and modern advertising 
have wrought the change. Today, the biggest asset 
of any successful business is a good name built up 
through fair dealing, fair policies anda good product. 













































Advertising creates reputation. Makers of adver- 
tised products frequently value the names atmillions 
of dollars. They cannot afford to. jeopardize the 
worth of these names by selling anything but good 
merchandise of full measure and fair. price. 


A good manufacturer wishes to advertise wares 
that will give service. He has his good name to 
protect. 


' That’s why it pays.you:to deal. with. advertisers 
and to buy advertised goods. 












Advertising is your protection: Read it 











66 fe OUR faith were demanded by any one but the Son of 
God, we might well fear to respond, but He who commands 
us to trust Him is so--infinitely wise and good that any 

hesitation to repose absolute confidence in Him is as absurd as it 

is wicked. ‘Dol 
trust enough?’ But having committed ourselves to the Lord 


Therefore we-have never to ask ourselves, 


of faith, we have. to look resolutely from 
Bishop Moule says,‘Ask-not, DoT rely 
enough? but, Is Jesus Christ great enough and gracious enough 


by a simple act 
our faith to its Object. 


for me to rely on?’ The introspective microscope is laid down. 
The soul’s open eyes turn upward to.our Lord Jesus Chnst ; and 
faith forgets itself.in its own proper.action. In other words, the 
man relies instinetively upon an Object seen to be 0 magnifi- 
cently, so supremely.able to sustain him. His feet are on the 
Rock, and he knews it, not by feeling fur his feet, -but by} 
feeling for the Rock.’’ 


This is one of the many.rich passages. in 


REIGNING IN LIFE 


By-J. EAST HARRISON 


It is a fresh, simple, but searching and- compre- 
hensive message on the Life.of Victory in Christ, 
different from any book hitherto published, yet 
offering only that blessed old Gospel of salvation 
from death and-sin which is normal New Testa- 
ment Christianity. 


In handsome cloth binding, 212 pages, $1.50, from 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES C0., 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia 



































THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
| By H. McAllister Griffiths 





September 2. Lessons from the - Psalms. 
A Singing Psalm. Psa. 96: 1-13. 
secration meeting.) 

September 9. - Different forms of Gambling, 
and the Evil of It. Prov. 16:8; Jer. 17: 


9. 
(Con- 


9-11. 
Séptember 16..-How Apply- Religien. to. Man- 
ners? Prov. 1:8, 9; Luke 14: 7-11. 
September 23...Gems from Books.We Have 
Read. Prov. 25:11; 1 Tim. 4: 13. 


Sunday, August 26 


-Lessons in the ScKool of Prayer 
(Matt. 18:19, 20; 21 : 18-22) 
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ened, and content. Almost we can say 
with; the fire-touched prophet: “Mine eyes 
have seen the King .. .” 


This silence before him is not,a: shal- 
low stopping of our every thought, not a 
letting go of every faculty in the vacancy 
of an empty mind, not a blank cessation 
of volition and will: That is danger- 
ous. It is far from that. It is an eager 
listening for a voice, however we may 
hear it. Every faculty is alert. But our 
eagertiess is tempered with. the quiet con- 
fidence that, clear message or no, he is 
preeent, we are in his love, and he knows 

st. : 


PHILADELPHIA, 





Ask Marion Lawrance! 











- Mon.—Lesson in faith (Mark 11: 20-24). |} 
Tues.—The right spirit (Matt. 6: 9-15). 
Wed.—Learn to take “No” (2 Cor. 12: ° 

6-9). 

Thurs.—Learn perseverance (Luke 18: 
1-9). 
“Fri—Learn from failure (Jas. 1: 5-8). 
Sat.—Learn fellowship (Acts 12: 1-17). 











How does prayer call for faith? | 
. How does prayer force us, if we are sincere, 
to do the will of God? 

Why are answers to some prayers delayed? 


OW, the sun is strong, and I get my 

strength for arm and limb from 
him: but for its strength my heart travels 
to God and to home; for he who is near 
Christ is near the hearth-fire—R. W. 
Barbour. " 


Prayer. is talking to God, and listening 
to him as he speaks to us. It is not 
alee the presentation of. our needs and 
cares before the Throne.of Grace. That, 
itself is more than our’ undeservingness 
could ever merit. But prayer is more 
than that: is is getting into the presence 
of the most high, the most holy, and the 
most loving. It is' catching the hem of 
his garment, and looking into the face re- 
vealed to us by the Spirit. It is to pour 
out to him the gratitude of our adoration. 
It is to satutate ourselves with his prom- 
ised presence. 


Prayer is paramount, then, the one time, 
—one almost says place, — when we can 
talk to our risen Saviour, not thinking of 
self; of the -needs of -self, but only of 
Himself, of his grace,-of his peerless con- 
descension,- of his sacrificial, -steeping 
love. It is to be.in an eddy of quiet with 
our Friend, while the: remorseless - tide 
of life flows round about us.- It is to 
thank him for the opportunity and gift of 
every little moment .spent thus in the 
secret place with him. 

3 

When our hearts are softened with his 
adoration and: with the thought of our 
own -utter unworthiness, the - petitions 
which cross our lips will never, through 
the mists of memory, cause us to be 
ashamed. We will not ask for -things 
which our mere wilfulness desires, or 
which would hurt another, or whieh 
would hurt Him to whom we are speak- 
ing. . Gratitude and fellowship come first 
in our prayer: then the petitions we ask 
as we are enfolded of his will, will be 
well pleasing unto him. Fellowship first, 
petition when we are guided by his smile. 

we 

Fellowship, petition, listening. “Study 
to be quiet.” In the school of prayer, our | 
teacher is-he who prayed as never man | 
prayed; this is our hardest lesson. -It is 
easy’ at first in our prayers to speak to 
God our father, but our nature, self- 
assertive as it is, has a distaste for quiet 
listening. We feel futile because we do 
not seem to be doifig-something. But we 
must be quiet,-waiting for him to speak; | 
listening when he does. And as we wait — | 
not. talk,- but zvait—-upon him, we. shall 
hear him. His voice will not be audible, 
but we will know that he has spoken. | 
We may never explain it, or be able to 


Should a prayer be offered in the class, 
by the teacher or scholar, every Sunday be- 
fore the lesson? 

ES, if you do not take too much time. 
It mellows the class, helps to create 
a good atmosphere, and puts the scholars 
in a better frame of mind for the lesson, 


How about the selection of a teacher for 
a class of girls about sixteen years of age, 
who know practically nothing about Chris- 
tianity? 

HESE girls should have a teacher 
with. large. sympathy, much patience, 
and a mother heart. It does not matter 
how old or how young the woman is, 
so that. she is older than the scholars, if 
she has the qualities named above. She 


| will need to be very patient and enter 


into the everyday life of the scholars. 
Such scholars as these are won more by 
the daily contact and by proving the 
friendship of the teacher than. by the 
teacher’s skill in the matter of instruc- 
tion. 


How. much time should be devoted to the 
lesson in a school of one hundred and fifty? 
HE teaching of the lesson is the cen- 
tral feature of the Sunday-school. 
As large a proportion of the time of the 
whole school should be given to the teach- 
ing as can be used profitably. This takes 
into account the matter of keeping or- 
der and attention. These, of course, dif- 
fer with classes of different ages and 
with different teachers. 

If the session is an hour long, all told, 
fully thirty minutes should be given to 
the lesson, perhaps fifteen minutes to the 
opening worship, five minutes for such 
things as marking the class-book and tak- 
ing the offering,-five minutes for closing. 


Should a class under twelve years of age 
be allowed to select its own teacher, or 
should ‘such teacher be appointed by the 
superintendent? 

EITHER. A class of twelve-year- 

olds should have a teacher selected 
in the proper manner. If you have a 
superintendent of.the Intermediate De- 
partment, where these twelve-year-olds 
belong, that superintendent will know the 
kind of teacher needed better than the 
school superintendent will. The Inter- 
mediate superintendent, the school super- 
intendent, and the pastor of the church 
should talk over matters of this kind and 
agree upon a teacher before-the teacher 
is appointed. The scholars should not 
make the final decision. There is no 
harm in learning: their will in the mat- 
ter, but the teacher they need should be 
selected, whether it is the teacher they 
want or not. 








What is. the best form of contest to put 
on to increase the membership of the school, 
especially among the boys? 

T WOULD not be difficult to imagine 

where a boy would go if he were in- 
vited to two places on the same day to 
dinner, and knew that at one place he 
would have turkey, cranberry sauce, an- 
gel cake, and ice-cream, and at the other 
place would have crackers and cheese. 
Dr. Peloubet, the great lesson-help writer, 
said one time in answer to my ques- 
tion on how to get boys to the Sunday- 


tell another of the sacred conversation. | school, “Have a good meal ready when 


But the Spirit beareth witness to our| you ring the bell 


spirits. .We- will. be refreshed, strength- 





hed 


Contests are not a means of healthy 





























Lesson for August 26 
Barnabas the Great-Hearted 


growth. Making your school better and 
still better, and then the best you can 
make it, is the best way to secure an in- 
creased attendance. 


“Good, better, best — 
Never let it rest 

Until> the good is better, 
And the better best.” 


If coffee 


disagrees 
drink) 


Postum 
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The Stony Brook School 


FOR BOYS 

A preparatory school where all instruction 
has a foundation of Christian faith and princi- 
ples ; where the study of the Bible has a com- 
manding place i@ the curriculum; where the 
ciuief aim is to develop Christian character in 
conjunction with sound academic training. 

Prepares for colleges, technical schools, or 
business. University-trained faculty maintain- 
ing the highest academic standard. Outdoor 
sports inéluding Swit ming, football,basketball, 
’ “ tennis, track, All athletics carefully supervised. 

Only twenty new students can be admitted - 
for 1923-24. Applications for entrance, there- 
fore, will be considered in the order in which 
they are received. For catalog, address 
JOHN F. CARSON, D:D., LL.D.,- President, or 

FRANK E. GAEBELEIN, A. M., Principal. 

Box K, Stony Brook, Long island, N. Y 











PAY US MONTHLY 


Scofield Reference Bible 


EQUALS A COURSE IN BIBLE STUDY 
Bibles sent postpaid. Send for Catalogue 
NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL SOCIETY 
427 S. Dearborn Street, Chicago, Ul. 

















Is the Bible 
the 
Word of God? 


A NEW BOOK 
By the great Scotch preacher, 
W. GRAHAM SCROGGIE 


A comprehensive and 
searching examination 
of the external and in- 
ternal. evidence, result- 
ing in a sweeping argu- 
ment for the plenary in- 
spiration of the Bibe. 


A book that will satisfy 
Only $1, postpaid 


THe Sunpay ScHoo.t Times Company 
1031 Walnut Street, - - Philadelphia 


In ordering goods, or in makin 




















inquiry 


toncerning anything advertised in this paper. 
you will oblige the publishers, as well as 
the advertiser, by stating that you saw the 


. . 


advertisement in The Sunday School Times. 
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[ Children at Home 





New Testament 
Arithmetic Problems 


Suggested by Keith L. Brooks 
Bible Institute of Los Angeles 





The Purpose of the Problems 





To give you practice in locating Scripture. 
To fix in your mind some important Bible num- 
rs. 


To refresh your memory on some familiar Bible 
Stories. 


To lead you to some helpful facts about the 
Bible. 


To try you out in addition, subtraction, multi- 
plication, and division. 


Problem 13 


DD the following: The number of 

sheep that fell ifto a pit on the Sab- 
bath day (Matt. 12:11). The number 
of loaves that a man asked of his friend 
in the night (Luke 11:5). The number 
of false witnesses found Against Jesus 
(Matt. 26:60). The number of days 
that Lazarus’ body lay in the grave 
(John 11:17). The number of the wise 
virgins in the parable (Matt. 25:2). 
The number of sparrows sold for two 
farthings (Luke 12:6), and divide this 
by the number of husbands which. the 
woman at the well had had (John 4: 18), 
and it will give you the number of the 
chapter in John’s first Epistle which is 
called the “Love Chapter.” Add to this 
number the number of souls saved in 
the ark (1 Peter 3:20), and the number 
of hours that Jesus’ disciples could not 
watch with him (Matt. 26:40), and you 
have the number of the chapter in First 
Corinthians which is the other great love 
chapter of the New Testament. 

What are the “Love Chapters”? 


The Willow Thicket. 
By Elizabeth Price 


HE new farm was big, broad, and 

very sunshiny when the hot summer 
days came trooping over the prairie where 
trees were few and far between. Carl 
felt sorry for the cow-people in the pas- 
ture those hot days, and glad for him- 
self and the other human-people who 
could stay in the shade on the wide 
porches. 

Daddy looked a little worried, too. 
Somehow it didn’t seem quite fair to. his 
fine cows who had no porches and ham- 
mocks to cool off in. You see, he had 
not been used to a farm any longer than 
Carl had, but he was so tired of offices 
and stay-in-doors business that he was 
trying to learn all about the farm and 
its stay-out-doors life as fast as ever he 
could. 

He and Grandfather talked it over 
rather solemnly the first evening of 
Grandfather’s visit. They had walked 
across the’ meadow to the pasture, and 
of course Carl and Fido had gone along, 
too. 

“I can’t expect the cattle to thrive if 
they are not comfortable,” Daddy said. 

Grandfather squinted one eye and 
cocked the other shaggy, white eyebrow 
toward the far corner of the pasture. 
“What’s that depression, James?” he 
asked. 

“A pond,” Daddy told him. “Good 
fresh water, too; Blue Creek runs 
through it.” 

“Running water and no trees? Queer 
country, this,” declared Grandfather, who 
was used to timber lands. 

Daddy squared his shoulders. “Fine, 
fertile soil, sir,” he said. “Our irriga- 
tion system takes care of the crops, but 
we do lack shade for the stock.” 

“What you need is a willow thicket, 
James, and I see no reason why willows 
shouldn’t thrive around your pond. I'll 
send you a bundle of slips early in the 
spring.” 

Carl was glad for Bess and Daisy and 
Pershing. He himself had named that 


yet. 





Jersey cow just after Uncle Benny came 
from France and talked so much 
about General Pershing. 

Grandfather didn’t forget his promise, 
so early the next spring there came a 
bundle of straight, green rods, looking 
for all the world like overgrown willow 
whistles. With them came directions 
from Grandfather telling Daddy exactly 
what to do and advising that Carl should 
be forbidden to meddle with the slips. 

That hurt Carl’s feelings a tiny bit. 
Just as it—. But he didn’t say anything 
only, “Yes, sir,” when Daddy forbade his 
coming about the corner of the kitchen 
garden where the new willows were set, 
and to promise to keep Fido strictly 
away. Then he gathered up the switches 
that Daddy had trimmed off and discarded, 
and carried them away to ‘his own play- 
place out beyond the grape arbor. “ 
can have a willow thicket, too, Fide,” he 
said. “The ground’s too hard for us to 
dig, but we'll plant our trees in the tin 
cans mother threw away after she rooted 
her geraniums in ’em. The dirt’s in ‘em 
We'll set ’em in a row, and it’l 
be our very own willow thicket, won't it, 
Fide?” 

“Yap, yap,” replied Fido. 

“And,” his master went on, “they- won’t 
have ‘disturbed’ roots, either, as Grand- 
father feared Dad’s willows would have 
if I touched.’em.” 

That spring did seem to outdo itself 
for heat. In spite of a good irrigation 
system and Blue Creek and everything, 
those willow slips that Carl and Fido 
kept away from just wilted. Daddy was 
awfully disappointed, but he didn’t give 
up for the longest time. Not till he had 
fertilized, cultivated, and paid all sorts 
of attention to them. 

Meantime, the row of slips in the old 
tin cans of earth were being watered each 
morning. Then they were left to themselves 
while Carl weeded his little garden, 
watched the flocks of fluffy baby chicks, 
admired the two new calves, gathered wild 
flowers, and found birds nesting in the 
lilac bush and a pair of cardinals setting 
up housekeeping in. a rose vine. How 
could anybody ever live anywhere but on 
a prairie farm? 

But the willow slips in the corner of 
the kitchen garden did not seem to ap- 
preciate it at all, and Daddy finally pulled 
them up and threw them away. 

“T’ll try it again next year,” he declared. 
“But I doubt if willows will live in this 
climate at all.” 

“Mine did,” said Carl. 

“Your what?” asked Daddy. 

“My willow thicket.” 

“Did what?” 

“Lived !” 

Carl was very busy with a harness he 
was making for Fido out of bits of twine, 
so, though he didn’t intend to be rude, 
Daddy had to ask him twice what he 
meant. 
away, Daddy followed out to the play- 
place beyond the grape arbor. ' 

In ten old tomato cans of earth stood 
ten growing, green willow trees. Their 
little new leaves rustled in the breeze and 
swayed as gracefully as if the prairie 
farm was the climate they liked best of 
all. Daddy could hardly believe his eyes. 

“T killed mine with kindness, evidently,” 
he declared. “I'll get you to teach me how 
to do it, next time, boy.” And you can’t 
wonder if Carl’s head went up a little 
higher than it ever had before. 

So that’s how’ the willow thicket started 
— with those ten baby trees. There are 
more now, for Daddy took slips off these 
as they grew older, and— would you be- 
lieve it? —all of them were rooted in 
old tomato cans in the play-place beyond 
the grape arbor. 

Bess, Daisy, and Pershing can cool off 
quite well in Carl’s willow thicket now- 
adays. In another year or two the shade 
will be thick enough to satisfy any rea- 
sonable cow. 

As for Grandfather, when Daddy wrote 
him the whole story he apologized hand- 
somely for his remarks about meddling, 
and sent as a peace-offering a perfectly 
elegant, handmade willow whistle whose 
tone was much more musical than that of 
a mere machine-made flute. At least 
Carl thought so—and Fido. 

BALTIMORE. 


And then as Carl and Fido raced | 
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’ For the Teaching of the Foreigner 


BIBLE STORIES FOR 
FOREIGNERS : 


Old Testament, The Pentateuch 


THE BIBLE PRIMER 
FOR FOREIGNERS 
By Frances B. Loveless, 


Superintendent of Mission School, 

First. Presbyterian Church, Seattle, Washington, 
contain lessons used in the Americanization class- 
es of the First Presbyterian Church of Seattle. The 
classes were always eager to learn English. These 
lessons, however, were only a means toward ao 
end—the teaching of the Bible. The real work ot 
Christian America is not Americanization alone, 
but Christianizing. 


Bound in cloth. The Primer, $1.00. 
The Stories, 75 cents. 
Board of Christian Education of the 
Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A. 


(The Westminster Press) 
Philadelphia and Depositories 


[CRIMINAT 

















Rally Day Supplies 


Send for our Rall and de- 
scribing the finest ¢ for this high import- 
ant festival which is vital to the life of the school that 
does things. 

“L SERVE” is the title of the best service C. Har- 
old Lowden ever has written for Rally Day. ‘The ef- 
fect of its rendition never can be forgotten. Chatming 
songs, striking pageants all built on the theme of ‘‘ser- 
vice’’—stressed trom four angles. 55c the doz; $4.00 
the hundrec. 


‘Day Suto illustratin 
ings issue 


SEND FOR FREE SAMPLES 


THE HEIDELBERG PRESS 


Publishers for Discriminators 
200-14 N. 15th Street, PHILADELPHIA 


SING PRAISES TO GOD 


Tabernacle Hymns No, 2 
320 Pages, 351 Songs. Favorite church 
songs for all church purposes: strong in the 
fundamentals of the Faith, Returnabie 
copies to song committees, ’ 
“J! = Art Buckram $50, Manila $30, per hundred. 
Tabernacle Publish: ye 


1200, 29 Seath La Salle 
Church Organs 
Latest Approved Methods. Highest 
Grade Only. Established 1827. 


Main Office and Works *°"M.s;°°"" 





























Hook & Hastings Co. 


BRANCHES : 
Boston, New York, Phila., Chicago, Louisville, Dalles 


PULPITS 


Chairs, Tabies, Lymn Boards, Collection Plates,etc. 


| Globe Furniture Company, fac‘ tase: | 
Individual Communion Cups 


Convenient, Noiseless and Sanitary 


List of thousands of churches using our cups and Fras 
CATALOG with quotations sent upon request. 


SANITARY COMMUNION OUTFIT CO. 7th St, ROCHESTER, N.Y. 


BRONZE TABLETS 


Designs and Estimates Free 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St., New York City. 


Skin Tortured Babies Sleep 
Mothers Rest 


After Cuticura 


In ordering goods, or in making inquiry 
concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publishers, as well as 
the advertiser, by stating that you saw the 
























































advertisement in The Sunday School Times. 











THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES: 









_ (Lesson for August 26) AUGUST 14,1923 ~ 


Build Better Sunday Sehools 













Reward Tickets 
and Cards 


Gibson's 
National 


with 


10 Bible 
Story Books 
for 25€ 


ational Line of Sunday 











national board or Sunday School supply 


ay Sunday 
“a School 
Supplies 


Promotion 


| Certificates 


Wall 
Mottoes 


Scripture ; | 







Stories 
. with 
.@ moral 


15¢ each 
postpaid 





house for a catalog illustrating the 
School supplies. We sell nothin 
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C.R.GIBSON & COMPANY, 826-828 Broadway, New York City. 











For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


The Great Commission PrayerLeague, 808 North 
La Salle Street, Chicago, is a faith movement, de- 
pendent for its support wholly upon the Lord 
through “them that are His.’’ Its leafiets are 
published free in the Lord for prayerful distribu- 
tion. Its office staff gladly respond to personal 
calls for intercession as such calls are sent to them 
by mail and otherwise. Readers are asked to pray 
for God's guidahce and blessing of the League.— 
Editor of The Sunday Schoo! Times. 





Seven Important Things 


NLY in Christ is the believer (1) 

God-pardoned (Col. 2: 10-13); (2) 
blood-cleansed (1 John 1:5-9); (3) 
Spirit-filled (Eph. 5: 18-20); (4) fruit- 
bearing (John 15:1-8; Gal. 5:22, 23); 
(5) soul-winning (1 Cor. 9: 16-22; 2 
Cor. 4:5, 6); (6) ministry-rendering 
(Matt. 20: 28; Gal. 6:10; James 1: 27); 


(7) prayer-prevailing’ (John 15:7; 2 
Cor. 1:20);—seven important ~things 
experienced in the life of the fully 


yielded, Christ appropriating believer ; ac- 
complished by the Spirit through the 
Word — always and only on the ground 
of the Cross of Christ (Col. 1: 12-27; 
Heb. 10: 19-25). Thus, and thus only, is 
he equipped with the “whole armor of 
God” (Eph. 6: 11-18). 

How many of :these seven things were 
true in the life of Barnabas? How many 
are true in your life? 


August 20 to 26 


Mon.—Acts 13 : 1-12. 
Barnabas Chosen as a Missionary. 
Observe the process: “The Holy 
Ghost said” (v. 2); the church acted (v. 


3); the Holy Ghost “sent forth” (v. 4). 
Two-thirds of the process was the 
Spirit’s, and since the church acted under 
the Spirit’s command, the whole process 
was of the Spirit. But observe also 
man’s part: ministering, fasting, praying, 
obeying (vs. 2 and 3). 


Prayer SuccestTions: Re-read the In- 
troduction, and pray that these seven 
things may be expericnced in your own 
life, “not by might, nor by power,’ but 
" the Spirit through the Word, Like- 
wise in other lives in your home, and 
church, and community, and in the Church 
at large. 


Tues.—Acts 9 : 26-31. 
Barnabas Befriends Saul. 
Imagine the scene: Paul the young po- 
lemic convert (vs. 20, 22), now in Jeru- 
salem; the disciples suspicious (v. 26) ; 
and just when he needs a sponsor, a 
friend, Barnabas, well-known to the apos- 
tles (Acts 4: 36), appears. Surely, Paul 
could never forget that act of kindness. 
Friendship’s offices, how blessed! 


PRAYER SucGcestions: Pray for “all 
men,” for “Jew, Gentile, and Church of 
God.” - Pray for revival of the Church; 
also its building up, its completion, and 
the coming of its Head. Pray for every 
member of the body of Christ; for every 
pastor and missionary, every evangelist 
and teacher of the Word, every evangel- 
ical leader. 

Wed.—Acts 4 : 32-37. 
Barnabas the Great-hearted. 

Barnabas was “great-hearted,” but not 
the only one. There. must have been a 
“multitude” of such (vs. 32 and 34). 
And yet, strangely enough, as chapter 5 
shows, even into that - Spirit-filled- crowd 
“of one heart and one soul” Satan con- 
trived to enter. Oh, how we as individual 
believers and as churches need to watch! 

PRAYER Succestions: Pray for world- 
wide evangelisation of “every creature,’ 
beth Jew and Gentile. Pray. for all-evan- 





gelical denominations and societies and 
movements; for all evangelical papers, 
Bible training schools, colportage asso- 
ciations, Scripture gift missions, tract so- 
cicties. 

Thurs.—Acts il: 19-30. Barnabas at Antioch. 


Barnabas previously had’ befriended 
Paul, now he seeks him as an: associate; 
the former we might say thé.“senior pas- 
tor of the First Church” at Antioch, the 
latter to become its “junior pastor.” 
Would that it might be said of exery 
pastor, as of Barnabas (v. 24): “He was 
a gocd man, and full of the Holy Ghost 
and of faith.” 


PRAYER SucGcESTIONS: Pray -for all 
Bible.and Gospel publishing houses, all 
Bible correspondence schools, all evangel- 
isation socictics, all denominational and 
independent missionary boards, insofar as 
all these are true to the Word of God. 
Pray for the. American Tract Society; 
also the American Sunday School Union. 


Fri—Acts 13 : 44-52. 
Barnabas Preaching to Gentiles. 
The Holy Ghost had previously said: 
“Separate me Barnabas and Saul”; but 
now,. even before this first missionary 
journey had reached its Gentile stage, 
the order of names seems in process of 
reversal: “Paul and Barnabas.” Was this 
the beginning of the end mentioned in 
chapter 15:30? . Human weakness, how 
pitifully deplorable! 


Prayer Stccestions: Pray for the 
Fundamentals movement throughout 
America and the world; for the Victori- 
eus Life Testimony; for all open-air con- 
ferences and evangelistic campaigns; for 
all Gospel publicity movements through 
newspapers, bill-boards, and street-cars; 
for. all Sunday-schools and young people’s 
organisations. 

Sat.—Acts 14 : 8-18. 
Barnabas Refuses Heathen Worship. 

Net ‘only heathen_worship, but all wor- 
ship; for God alone is to receive homage 








and worship. Would that all leaders to- 
day. would bear this in mind! Thank 
God for the examples of these early 
apostles, so humble, so self-effacing, so 
jealous of the honor of their Lord! 


Prayer SuGcestions: Pray for, every 
home, every church, every social interest 
and business enterprise represented in our 
Sunday School. Times. family. Pray for 
the- paper itself, its publishers and editors, 
its makers and -helpers, tts contributors, 
its advertisers, its-readers. Pray for 
every burdened -heart; reading these 
ines. 


Sun.—Psalm 96:1-10. Jehovah Reigneth. 


God is sovereign. He ruleth over all, 
even over those who refuse to acknowl- 
edge him as ruler, over-ruling their evil 
deeds to his own glory and to the good 
of “them that love God,” “the called ac- 
cording to his purpose.” What rest and 
joy this. assurance brings to the heart of 
the true believer ! 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for ‘the 
preaching of the Gospel everywhere to- 
day, in every church and mission field at 
home and abroad, in city and country, 
among rich and poor, high and low, civ- 
ilized and uncivilized. Pray that ingath- 
erings of souls may begin in thousands of 
places. ‘Pray! 


Two conservative Bible scholars of the 
present day have together prepared for 
The. Sunday. School. Times a leaflet giv- 
ing .a list of: books which provide the 
very cream of the dc ense of the historic 
Christian faith. These scholars are Dr. 
W.-H. Griffith Thomas, the. well-known 
Bitle teacher and author, -and Dr. Le- 
ander S: Keyser; Professer-of Syste- 
matic Theology in Hamma Divinity 
School of Wittenberg College, Spring- 
field, Ohio (to. be had. from The. Sun- 
day “School Times Co.,° 1031 Walnut 
Street, Philadelphia, at 50 cts. a dozen, 
$4 a hundred, 5 cts. each). 
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